ia 
hoop? 
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LETTER XIV, 


From Mademoifelle te Rerturt, to 
Lady Juttawa Danvers, 


DEAR MADAM, 
HAD the honour of your Lady- 
fhip’s letter, and moft fincercly re- 
joice in cvcry circumftance that can add 
to your felicity; and which, I think, 
muft be great indeed, if equal to your 
merit, ant my withes for jour wellare, 
Vou. IL B Siz 
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Sir John Denham was recalled to Eng- 
land : the royal favour was extended to 
his fon, who was appointed ambaflador 
to Turin. You may fuppofe what pangs 
the feparation coft us. I fhall never 
forget his manly, his delicate protcita- 
tions, of the warmeft love and everlafting 
attachment ; his cxpreffions the moft ¢,- 
alted, and his {entiments the moft rcfin- 
ed. I gave my whole foul to him in 
tendet looks, and having mutually pro- 
mifed to feal up our affections for each 
other——we parted———parted as dving 
mothers part with their new-born babes, 
My lover configned me to the care of a 
Mr. Dathwood, who was to refide fone 
time at Montpellier. Many men live 
without reflection, and are governcd Ly 
their eyes and cars. They view objects on 
one fide only: if the glaring fide pre- 
fents itfelf to their fight, it pleafes them; 

and 
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and moft frequently they fori to them- 
felves ideas of things dire€tly oppofite to 
what they are: they feize faft hold of them, 
and there is no making them quit their 
hold, Mr. Dafhwood was, or pretend- 
ed fo de captivated with my perfon, and 
had fet it down to himfelf as 3 certainty, 
I was Mr. Denbam’s miftrefs. When a 
want of fympathy of fentiment prevents 
us from difcovering fimilar fentiments in 
ourfelves, we are unphilofophically in- 
clined to difpute their identity in others, 
He could not conceive Mr. Denham 
would maintain me at fuch an expence, 
merely on the Platonic fyftem. He 
therefore judged it not difhonourable, 
to endeavour to dry up my tears for my 

lover’s abfence. 
You may be furprifed how Mr. Den- 
ham intrufted me to a mavof his cha- 
Ba racter 
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raéter, or how he was deceived in Mr. 
Dathwood, 

Though phyfical nature is ever con- 
fiftent, human nature is rarely fo, This 
want of cireumfpection undoubtedly did 
not correfpond to the reft of his con- 
du&; but I can only add, greatnefs 
of mind, and little fufpicions, do not 
ufually dwell together in the fame 
breaft; and it is a noble difappoint- 
ment, when we miftake another’s heart 
from the integrity of cur own. 

Daily experience fhews us, that men 
do not only pretend to, but actually do 
believe and difbelieve almoft any propo- 
fitions which beft fuit their interefts, 
or inclinations ; and change their opi- 
nions with their fituations and circum- 
flances, 

The reafon why men are fo unjuft in 
their treatment of one another, is that 

they 
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they always a& through the mift of 
fome pafion. —— Thofe that ate gene- 
rally engaged, feek their own fatis- 
faction without obferving right or 
wrong. And whoever is under the go- 
vernment of paffion, be it ever fo ir- 
rational, thinks he is always in the 
right, and his moft extravagant proceed- 
ings give him not the fmalleft feruple. 
I need not acquaint your Ladythip, that 
upon Mr, Dathwood’s addreffing me, 
that heart, which was before fo tender, 
was, ona fudden, metamorphofed into 
an obdurate rock! After endeavour- 
ing, without fuccefs, to convince him 
of his miftake, 

Tafferted my dignity—rong the bell 
—defired my fervant to thew him out of 
the houfe, and never more admit him 
into my prefence. 

Ba Every 
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Every dove has its gall, and every 
tteature can ufe the arms which nature 
has furnithed it, to repel its force. 

Ignorance and prefumption, which ought 
to be incompatible, are always ixfeparable. 
Prefumption is a confequence of felf- 
conceit: a man of fenfe can recover 
from a fale flep he has made, ot foolifh 
thing he bas faid; whereas aweak man never 
tetires, but makes it a point of honour to 
perfift in his error; this conftancy and 
thiftaken fleadinefs, is the origin of 
thofe extravagant difputes, wherein a 
man obftinately maintains ridiculous 
Propofitions, becaufe he will not own 
he bas been in the wrong, 

Mr. Dafhwood refented my conduét, 
‘The contempt with which I had treated 
him thocked his vanity, which is dearer 
to fuch men thaa any intercft what- 
ever, 

Men 
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Men call us the weaker fex, is it 
not becaufe their follies are ftrong- 
er, and their faults are more pre» 
vailing? He endeavoured to blacken 
ny reputation. 1 was patient under 
it———Sileme isan excellent remedy 
againtt detrattion. \ confidered my cha- 
sadter did not depend on dys caprice, 
but upon my owe perfonal merit ; 
therefore complaints, reproaches, and 
eclairciffements, would have been ra- 
ther corrofives than a cure for his 
malice, 

I kept myfelf conftantly employed : 
amind unbufied admits a multitude of 
chimeras, and fecks confolations to fill 
up the vacuum of a lazy tirefome life : 
but when the time elapfed in which I was 
to hear from my lover, and when J fourid 
my remittances were ftopped, my defpair 
was greater than even at this diftance 

Bg of 
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of time, I can bear to think of: remit~ 
tances, the wealth of worlds melted in- 
to one mafs, were nothing to me; it was 
the lofs of my lover’s affection I re- 
gretted; after that I cared for nothing, 
and withed for death to relieve me from 
what worfe than death had occafoned ! 
Certainly after this, faid 1, honey mutt 
Jofe its fweetnefs for the tafte of gall; 
fheep mutt turo wolves, and the whole 
frame of nature be averted! Trees 
weep amber; but a fuperficial fearch 
into my repofitory of woes fhall force 
the pearly drops of pity from the eyes 
of men! Men are faithful ta one an- 
other, becaufe they are afraid, and 
know they hall be called to an account ; 
but they are falfe to women, without 
fear of fuffering and without remorfe, 
This fhews their probity to be only 
forced, to be rather the effect of fear, 
than 
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than the Jove of juftice ; and, according- 
ly, (as I have fomewhere read,) if we 
examine into fuch as make a trade of 
gallantry, we thall find them frequently 
to be men of no honour. They contrac 
ill habits, their manners are corrupted, 
they grow indifferent to truth, and in- 
dulge themfelves in their habitual neg- 
lect of their words and oaths. 

If promifes from man to man have 
force, why not from man to woman? 
Their very weakne( is the charter of 
their power; and they thould not beinjur- 
ed becaufe they cannot return it: but ex- 
amples of this kind are feldom fuffi- 
ciently perfuafive, and we can only be 
taught to arm ourfclves with diftruft by 
our own fatal experience. 

Dupree reprefented to me the pofiibi- 
lity of Mr. Dafhwood’s having ftopped 
my remittances ; as it is the property of 

the 
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the paffions to open the mind to a dif. 
covery of expedients for their gratifica~ 
tion. 

I wrote to Mr. Denham ; I conjured 
him to ink me ftill worthy of his affec- 
tion ; I did not feem to doubt the con- 
tinuance of it: althorgh I infinuated 
my fear that fome ferpents had breathed 
their venom around him, 

One of the ancients obferves, we 
make our friends faithful, by believing 
they are fo, and we give them the hint to 
commit a fault, when we let them fee 
we think they are capable of doing ir. 
J did not acquaint him of the treachery 
of his friend, left any bad confequences 
fhould arife from it. I only infinuated 
that they were not always our ill qvali- 
fies that create us the mol enemies, but 
our virtues and deferts. This was all I 
would condefcend to fay; it is in fome 

degree 
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deptee pleading guilty, to be over hafty 
in making our defence. Detraction pur- 
fued St. Jerome, even to the grotto of 
Bethelem, and to the foot of our Sa- 
viour's cradle, it even there found him 
out. Itis not poffible to prevent oblo- 
quy, but it is poffibie to prevent the 
occafion of it; and it is no {mall com- 
fort to have nothing to reproach our- 
felves with, when we are unjuftly ac- 
cufed; an bone? mind is not in the power 
of a dibonet one. To break its peace 
there muft be fome guilt or confciouf- 
nefs which is inconfiftent with its own 
principles, It is in vain, however, to 
think of forcing peop'e to remember 
what they are willing to forget, and have 
fixed their refolution : inftead of regain- 
ing their affection, we only exafperate 
them againft us, I confidered the cha~ 
yacter of Sir Jobn, his father, and with 

an 
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an aching heart, reflected, that men go 
often from love to ambition, but feldom 
retum from ambition to love. 

Some paffions exclude others, and 
vice verfa: thus avarice excludes love 
of pomp, as the love of glory excludes 
that of reft, Contrary paffions arifing 
in the mind, reciprocally weaken each 
other, Thus, in queftions about matters 
incapable of demonftration, and merely « 
probable, the certainty of the mind is 
lefs when the underftanding is divided 
by contrary ideas, But in the fuccef- 
fion of analagous paffions, the fucceed- 
ing fentiments at in concurrence with 
that which is already acting on the 
heart, and their united force communi- 
cates a double impreffion on the foul, 

I waited with impatience for an an- 
fiver to my letter; with what a tor- 
toile-pace does time advance to the 

wretched! 
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wretched! but I received none, which cut 
meto the heart, as I could not help confi. 
dering it as the greateft brutality. The 
not anfwering letters to any one is never 
juttifiable; to a fiperior it muft be 
madnefs, to an equal an unpardonable impo 
litenefi;, but toan inferior, the height of ig.’ 
noble infolence. : 
After fome time, however, I received 

a letter fron Mr. Dathwood, acquaint- 
ing me that Mr. Denham word ftill con- 
tinue my allowance. This favour { abfo- 
lutely declined : nothing is moreagreeable 
than to beftow favours upon thofe who 
have been wanting to us; nothing, in 
my opinion, is weaker thin to receive 
any from their hands. The Chriftian 
Religion, which commands the firf, 
would infallibly have enjoined us the 
fecond, if it were a duty we ought to 
obferve. Dupree had often withed me 
to 
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to communicate to my lover the cirs 
cumftances of my birth,—but this I ne- 
ver did, both becaufe 1 was more flat- 
tered by his attachment while ignorant of 
what I was, and becaufe I had no evi- 
dence but hers to fupport my affertion : 
In fhort, 2 fecret pride kept me filent on 
this head—a pride which was foon to be 
humbled. 1 was reduced to the necefli- 
ty of felling my furniture to pay the 
Jandlord his rent for the houfe, 

Had I complained to the rade winds; 
they would have fcattered my com- 
plaints abroad; but the ficeled re- 
marks of ungencrous hearers would have 
refleted them on me again with increaf 
ed intenlity. 

Dupree applied once more to her 
uncle the Abbot, who introduced me 
to the Countefs de Ris. She received 
me with that mixture of felf-fufficiency 

and 
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and affabilitv, which at a fingle inter- 
view determined ber character. She 
had that haughty politenefs which feem- 
ed to let herfelf down to a level with me. 
A cizility fom 2 feperior is equivalent to 
a real fervice trom an equal: how much 
then is it the intereit of the great to be 
affable! 

Had death chofen to appear in a hu- 
man fhape, he could not have affumed 
a more proper, nor a more ghaffly ta- 
bernacle. She was withered by age, 
and fhattered by infirmities, tottered 
under the load of her mifplaced orna- 
ments, which varied according to the 
frefhe& advices from Paris, inftead of 
eonforming itff to the fure profpedt of 
being foon under the direction of her 
undertaker, My heart revolted at her 
appearance, but afhamed to own to the 
Abbot my fenfations Gwh'es [ knew he 

would 
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would deem unchriftian) I agreed “to 
refide with the countefs, in the ftyle of 
a bumble companion. 

Dupree wept over me when’ the faw 
me about to depart, My amiable Mar- 
chionefs, faid the, as fhe always called 
me when alone, alas! that I fhould live 
to fee you fo much the {port of fortune ! 
My own fpirits were greatly oppreffed 3 
how could chearful thoughts be admitted 
when fuch fatal objects prefented them- 
felves tome? Or how could I be hap- 
py after what had happened to me, and 
on the eve of a future, which muft be 
worfe, and which rendered me an ab- 
jot dependent. I profefs I never at- 
tained to fo high a pitch of philofophy ; 
and-the equivocation would be fo grofs, 
had I pretended to it, as would turn 
that noble fcience into ridicule, 

: T found 
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I found the Counteis capricious, 
foolifh, and inconfiderate; fill reftlefs 
and paffionare for what the had not; ne- 
ver fatistied with what the pofefed. That 
which charmed her one day, difguited 
ber the next. Nothing could fix her 
tafte, becaufe the followed only the 
whim of her prepoffeffion: and was 
continually confounding the moft impor 
rant matters with the fightef. She prof- 
Yituted all the confidence of friendship to 
the firft perfon fhe met with, and the 
‘eft affections of her nature to parrots, 
monkeys, and lap-dogs. An excefs of 
the pleafures of imagination corrupts 
the tafte for real beauty: immoderate 
‘defires can find no charms in the order 
and regularity of nature. Have we not 
‘therefore more obligations to nature 
‘than we generally imagine for placing 
as in fach 2 fituation, as obliges us to 

Vou. IL Cc purchafe 
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paschafe pleafares by labour and induf- 
wy, and teaches us to moderate our 
paffions before we attain thet bappinefs, 
which we can never truly enjoy without 
moderation. 

The number of the artificial paffions 
greatly exceed that of the fenfual: the 
latter are limited to the number of our 
fenfes, whereas the former, being the ef. 
felt of opinion, are infinite; for the 
mind is inceffantly active, and ever 
prone to invent novelties, 

The Covntefs was difpleafed, I did 
not faficiently eater into her foibles, 
Flattery was 2s congenial to her refined 
nature, a3 the element of water to the 
finny tribe, er a pure atmofphere to 
our organs of refpiration. But my 
lover bad taught me to be judicious; I 
was by natuse fincere, and fach admire 
but little, nox are lavita of their praifes. 

Totemperate 
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Tnemperate praife is commonly 2 fign 
vf impertinence, of 2 grovelling foul, 
foolifhly prodigal of its incenfe. { was 
teally thocked at the Counte(s’s follies ; 
but we live with our imperfeGions as we 
do with the perfunes we carry about us, 
sve do wot Jauell tem, they only saommose 
others. 

But I have finee learned, that in 
‘every country in the world, there is no- 
thing fo trivial that the paffions do not 
blend themfelves with it; and they are the 
ftronger as to the triftes which they feize, 
in proportion to the want of ferious fub- 
jects to engage them. 

But my fituation was foon to change, 
‘When once we know what mifery is, a 
Jong black train of it generally invades 
us. The Count de Ris, arrived from 
Paris ; he was d/agrecable in his perfon, 

C2 difgufing 
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difgufting in his manners, and a projet 
hibertine. He was never right but upon 
wrong principles ; never promoting good, 
but with an ill or felfith defign. I once 
knew a man who had but {mall defects, 
but every one of thofe defects was either 
the produét, or the caufe of fome of 
his good qualities, On the contrary, the 
Count de Ris had not one qualification, 
but what was cither the produtt or the 
caufe of fome great defect in him, He 
employed a man according to his ta- 
lents, and deferted him as foon as he 
had ferved him. He affected popularity. 
with the moft unpopular qualities in the 
world; fond to bethought benevolent and 
humane, with a natural malevolence 
againft all mankind ; hafty, impatient, 
and over-bearing in things that require 
the greateft {erioufnels, temper, and de- 
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Tberation : captious, pofitive, and im- 
portant in the moft light and trifling ; 
led into continual errors and incon- 
fiftencies for want of judgment ; never 
to be better informed for want of tem- 
per, and of great weight and confidera- 
tion in Ais own opinion; a man catirely 
governed by caprice and whim ix every 
other perfor’s, He would ftriétly maintain 
all the appearance of friendthip, but was 
totally loft to its reality; mak’ng gener- 
ous offers of affiftance to thofe above the 
want of it, and negleéting common 
eivilities to the needy and oppreffed : 
and to fum up the whole, as Milton fays 
in the character of the devil, 
To do ought good, wi!l never be his talk, 
But to do ill, his fole delight. 
I found the intention of this vifit was to 
acquaint his mother of his intended 
C3 marriage 
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marriage with Mademoifelle le Tellier, 
daughter to the Marquis de Louvei, 
that uncle who has ufurped my title and 
efate, His mother’s vanity and avarice 
were gratified with the profpect of this 
alliance, I found I had another coufin 
who was ina nunnery, and who was to 
be forced to take the veil in order to ag- 
grandize her elder fifter, 

I knew not but that, upon this occa- 
fion, it might be prejudicial to my inter- 
eft not to declare s:bo I was: Lalfo 
thought it ungenerous to permit the fon 
of my benefactrefs to be impofed upon. 
In order therefore to be certain, I nei- 
ther failed in juflice to others, ot in pru- 
dence to myfelf, 1 wrote a letter to the 
Abbot, defiring him to confult a lawyer 
of eminence at Avignon, at which place 
he then refided. The anfwer was, that 

in 
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ie any after-claim my filence would 
nt militate againit my pretenfions ; and 
that it would be the height of impru- 
dence to inform them of whatthey would 
not believe; and which, unfortunately 
for me, I had no evideace to fupport. 

This advice I followed, flattering nay- 
felf fome future opportunity would fa- 
your me to recover my tight; but, 
alas! what profpett hid I, of doing it 
Thad no money, and Aftrea, the god- 
defs of juftice, is feigned by the poets 
to have forfaken mankind at the golden 
ape. 

I could not, however, be happy un- 
der this duplicity of conduct; I there- 
fore wrote an anonymous letter to the 
Count de Ris, acquainting him, that 
the prefent Marquis de Louvoi had #0 
claim to that title, or the fortune annex- 

C4 ed 
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ed to it, the daughter of the late Mar: 
chionefs being alive, who would one day 
affert her right. This letter 1 fent to 
Dupree at Avignon, who put it in the 
pot from thence. 

The Marquis received it juft as we 
were fetting out for that place :—he 
was thoughtful and gloomy on the road,. 
When we alighted at that houfe in 
which I had paffed fo many happy days, 
careffed and cherithed by my mother, 
it was no cafy matter for me to check 
my emotions. 

My uncle, whom I remembered per- 
fectly, did not recolle& me, feven years 
having made a total change in my per- 
fon, 

Mademoifelle le Tellier was the mod 
difagrceable woman J ever faw: fhe was 


about twelve years older than the Count 
de 
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de Ris, who was then about the age of 
forty-five, 

You know it is an axiom ‘in philoia» 
phy, generaliy a fair body accompanies a 
fair mind: but the was deformed, and 
her countenance fo, difagreeable, that 
IT made no doubt her difpofition was 
fimiler to that of her father’s ; and thatthe 
would follow his retrogade fteps: I 
never remember to have feen her laugh, 
unlefS at objects which would have 
drawn tears from gencrous eyes; fo 
happy had fhe been in her effoits to 
conquer the prejudices of nature, and 
had been trained up to believe that no- 
thing was more aukward than to be- 
tray a fenfe of fhame or {ympathy, The 
Marquis's table was furnifhed with every 
elegance the feafon produced; and every 
thing in the houfe was fet off with or- 
nament except the foul of the mafter of it 

The 
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The Count, however, feemed very 
filent and diftrait for a lover on the eve of 
bis nvptiaus.—After dinner he retired 
with the Marquis, with a view I fuppofed 
of fhewing him the letter he had re- 
ceived, When he returned tu the com- 
pany, there was fo evident a change ia 
his countenance, thar it was eafy for me 
to conclude, the Marquis had difpelled 
all bis doubts ; bis {pirits brightened up, 
and he became attentive to his bridle, 
whom before he had almott diftegarded. 
Before dinner her converfation feemed as 
Darren as that of our fex generally is, 
who are ata lofs whatto fay, unlefs they 
have recourfe to the thread-bare topics 
of vanity and mode: but if it was inG- 
pid thes, it became intolerable afier- 
wards, when her {pirits were heighten- 
ed by the change fhe faw in the Count. 

1 found 


LETTER XVE oar 
Tfound fhe had been educated in a 
convent—J cannot help-viewing with 
pity the ridiculous cuftom of intrufting 
to reclufes, who had never any know~ 
Isdge of the world, the education of 
{uch who are to be its fupport and ornar 
racnt. 

Can any thing, indeed, be more ab- 
furd than to be fent for inflruction ia 
the duties of a nuptial fate, into a mane 
fion, where a fingle one is deemed the 
ftate of fupreme perfedtion, 

I found her foible was a defire of ap- 
peating Icarned, and had read juft 
enough of all things, without properly 
comprehending aay one, to make her 
talk abfurdly upon every thing. 

She talked politics, and metaphyfics 
mangled the terms of each; and, if there 
be fenfe in either, muft infallibly have 
puzzled them. Whenwe retired for the 

evening, 
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evening, upon hearing fome voices very 
high, it was very natural for me, fitu 
ated as T was, to liften: ir proved to be 
a converfation between the father and 
daughter, on the fubject of the letter 
which the Count de Ris had received ! 
The daughter cried bitterly, ufed very 
indecent expreffions to her father, tell- 
ing him his avarice would be her ruin ; 
for if he had not ftopped Briffack’s an- 
nuity, (as this letter could only come 
from him,) he would never have div 
vulged their fecret; and that he ought 
to have had the litle huffev, meaning 
me, put to death, or ftarved, like her 
mother! Thefe laft words chilled me 
with horror; 1 recolle€ted my mother’s 
friend had furvived her wounds, and it 
iofpired me with an idea my mother 
smight Lave daue the fane. They lowered 
their voices fo much after this, that I 
could 
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could only find that a letter was to be 
written to Bridlack, who I heard refided 
ina ftreet in London, called St. Mar- 
tin’s-lane. 

The marriage a few days afterwards 
was folemnized with the greateft pomp : 
when I faw this couple together before 
their union, { coukinot help obferving 
there were none cf the tender, thrilling, 
happy emations on their ‘being to live 
together, which thofe hearts feel that 
have known the fears, anxieties, refent- 
ments, recuncilements, which the true 
paffion of love can osly inpire. The old 
‘Lady and 1 accompanied her fon and 
new-made daughter to Paris. The 
Count defired his mother to prefent me 
too louis from him, which he begged 
I would anoually receive, on account of 
my tendernefs for her. 1 had obferved 
‘the Count often looking particularly at 

me, 
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me, and was therefore determined not to 
accept his donation : it is true I had ne- 
ver received any thing from his mother; 
Dut my wardrobe was well filled, and as 
Tlived intirely at her table, 1 had not 
wanted any money. 1 knew enough of* 
the world to be convinced that difinter- 
eftednefs and generofity are things which 
nobody now underitands, and therefore 
1 expeéted nothing from the liberali- 
ty of a man, whom I cauld not oblige 
in return. 

It is alfo prudent never to cxpole 
~one’s felf to the caprice of people’s ima- 
gination, He that is beneficent by art, 
feldom goes very far, and infenfibly re- 
turns to his nature, which is the reafon 
men fo often defert their friends when 
they have moft need of their affiftance. 

‘We fet out fom Paris for a feat of 
the Count’s, fome leagues diftange, 
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The Count and Countefs were in our 
carriage, the old lady and J in another, 
attended by two footmen. The fmall- 
ne(S of this retinue by no means fuited 
the oftentation of the parties; but the 
fervants had been previoufly fent out, on 
pretence of preparing things for the re- 
ception of their new Lady ; and we left 
Paris at a late hour in the evening, 
Before we went two leagues, the care 
riage, in which the old lady and I were, 
broke down; the Count came imme- 
diately to our affiftance : the Countels 
was not at all hurt, but her weight have 
ing fallen on me, I found my leg very 
much bruifed. She ftepped into the 
carriage of the young Countefs; 1 wifhed 
very much to follow her, but could sat 
defire it, and both ladies loved their 
‘wm conveniency too much to attend to 
my cafe. Such mere bodies have no 


idea 
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idea of what fouls are. They fet ott; 
accompanied by the twofootmen, Un." 
feeling fouls—lt is their want of fen- 
timent that ets them free. The Count 
fent the coachman, with the horles, te 
bring nother ‘carriage from the next 
town, which he acquainted me was 
about 2 league diftant. I did not at all 
admire my fituation, but faid nothing ; 
the pain of my leg induced me to ac-, 
tept of the Marquis’s arm, on which [ 
‘was Leaning, 
* He began a difcourfe on gallantry, to 
found my fentiments; but as what he 
faid might have been addreffed to any 
woman, without any particular defign 
‘but amufement, I treated it according- 
‘ly, and was finiling at fomething he 
had faid, when a carriage paffed by: 
‘I did not perceive who were in it; but 
‘Theard pronounced, in a voice too in- 
delibly 
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indelibly imprinted on my foul ever to be 
forgot, “* heavens, is it pofible!” After 
paffing us fifty yards, the carriage re- 
sturned, went flowly, and paffed us, I faw 
my lover look earneftly at me, When the 
pain in my foot, together with the agi- 
tation of fpirits I was in, made me 
faint away. 

Upon my recovery I found myfelf re- 
pofing on the Countde Ris’s bofom; 
and looking up, perceived Mr. Dene 
ham, who had quitted his carriage, I 
fappofe, on feeing me faint. He then 
told me, that he had waited -to fee me 
recover, but would now Jeave.me in 
the honourable hands, and under the 
protection of the man 1 approved of. 
Saying this, he ftepped into his chariot, 
and was in a minute out of fight 

Regardlefs of the Count, ‘I burft into 
tears, and declared I was undone for 

You. IL, D ever: 
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ever: this inraged him greatly, ag 
itlet him into the fecret of my heart, 
he inftantiy threw off the mak; 
aad the covf-yuences of his brutality 
inight have been fatal, had not Provi- 
dence fent yo.r worthy amiable brother 
to my relief. I refigned myfelf to his 
gonerofity; there was a magnanimity 
in his countenance, which convinced 
me he would not betray my confidence, 
At the fame time I trembled, and could 
fearcely fupport myfelf. He kindly in- 
treated me to believe, that though 
young, he was not callous to the impref- 
fions of virtue, or infenfible to the plea- 
fure which refults from a difcharge of 
the duties of honour, 

Lord Acres placed me in his carriage, 
treated me with the utmoft delicacy, 
am carried me, as you know, to the mo- 

naftery 
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aaftery at Narbonne, J was feized with 
a violent fever, in which I languithed 
for a confiderable time ; at length a ftate 
of my cafe was fent to a lady who is a 
ftate prifoncr at a caftle in that neigh- 
bourhood, She ordered me what in 
a very few weeks effected my reco- 
very I was, however, almoft frantic, 
when I confidered the unfavourable 
light in which] appeared to my lover; 
and, from the variety of misfortunes I 
have undergone, believe that there is no 
evil in nature which can affect a delicate 
and fenfible mind equal to that of fland- 
ing low in the ofeem of the perfon it ves. 
To obviate this, however, after 
inquiring, and finding Mr. Denham 
was ftill Englih Minifter at Turin, 
I wrote, explaining the whole mat- 
ter to him, and in fuch terms, that 
D> 
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although he were all ice, he might have 
Kindled in the reading of it; but this 
letter met with the fame fate as the 
former, which did not at all furprife 
me, as his marriage was announced in 
all the papers a few weeks after, 

Thefe tiials are to the mind what 
thunder is to the air, they difpel the un- 
wholefome combination of the affections 
and defies, and purify the intellectual 
faculties, 

What diftreffes me principally at pre- 
fent is your brother’s paffion : I have ac- 
quainted him with the fituation of my 
heart; he acquiefced in filence, and in- 
troduced me to his worthy family. 

I need not tell you, that your amiable 
mother received me with an air of bene- 
volenee that expelled from my bafom 
the timidity of misfortune, Can J 

then 
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then wound her by fo unfuitable an al- 
fiance? 

As Lord Acres is very fprightly, I 
make no doubt he has already conquered 
his inclination for me, 

The mote fenfibility 2 man has, the 
more he is expofed to the impreffion of 
external objeéts, and the more eafily 
will his paflions be extinguifhed. This 
is the caufe why the virtue of the fpright- 
ly is neither regular nor conftant ; it ap- 
pears only at intervals by ftarts, as if ° 
it had wo internal fource; they being 
obliged to be frequently recalled to the 
practice of it, while the virtue of the 
lefs fenfible and robuft, has the virtue cf 
conftant habit. 

Shall ] intreat you to make inquiry ar- 
ter Briffack: perhaps were you to con- 
verfe with him, you miclt be able to 

Da difeoser, 
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difcover, whether a fordid nature like his, 
might not be worked upon to do me 
juftice ! 
Fremaia, dear mdam, 
your Ladythip’s 
affectionate friend, 
and obliged humble fervant, 
ANSLTTS LE REILLET. 
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From Mademoifclle rz Remzr, to 
Lady Jettana Danvers. 


DEAR MADAM, 
A S your Ladythip teftifies a defire of 
being made acquainted with the 
manner in which Mr. Denham directed 
my ftudies, 1 thall now comply with 
your rcqueft, however ill qualified for 
at 
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its and fenfible that we have every thing 
to lofe when we fpeak of what we know 
imperfétly, [have already acquainted 
you of his having been fo partial to mc 
that my mafters had been difmiffed, 

Thus it is almoft ever the cafe ; peo- 
ple no fooner difcover we kaocw whit 
they imagined we were jgarrazt of, than 
they conclude us better informed than 
we realh aie! 

In confequence of this prepoffefion, 
he often entertained me on fubjects of 
which I knew but little; phvfics, &c, 1 
tagenuoufly told him that I had no pre- 
cife judgment of what } could not re‘c’s, 
and that I fhould render buta flender a.- 
count of a fcience wherein I was but at 
the acca 3 that I fearce underfterd 
Vifible objects; and for what was above 
it, I did not dare attempt to climb upf 

D4 high. 
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high. He fmiled, and inftruéted me 3: 
while I liftened with the greateft atten- 
tion toevery word he uttered ; 

For truth’s divine came mended from his tongue, 


He would fometimes anatomize an ine 
fect, analyte a flower, purfuing the phes 
nomena of nature, by degrees rifing up’ 
to her Author, and at length taking a 
general view of earth and heaven. 
Phyfics, faid he, will thew us nature, 
as the varioufly difplays her power, as 
fhe manifefts herfelf in material objects,. 
explains tous her furprifing phanome- 
na, inftraéts us heedfully to confider all 
her,wonderful productions, and trace in- 
finite wifdom and power through the 
immenfe {pace, from the heights above 
to the depths below; from the glorious 
orbs which roll over ovr heads, to the 
minuieft infect that cranls under our 
feet, difcovers to us beauties which we 
can 
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can never imitate, and which common 
fpectators do not obferve, Nothing 
ought tobe above or below the notice of a 
man offenfe. He iscapable of the moft 
exalted things, and he muff, defcend to 
the meaneft particulars, 

Nature feems to have furnithed hu- 
man induftry with the principles of all 
feience. What is oeometry, but the ftudy 
and proportions by which the world is 
governed? Afrouomy, but reflecting 
upon, and calculating the motion, dif- 
tances, and magnitude of thofe vifible 
objects which nature has placed before 
our eyes? Theohey, but contemplat- 
ing the works of the Creator, and ador- 
ing him in his attributes? Medicine, 
but the ftudy of nature, or the difcovery 
and ufe of what inferior beings inftinét- 
ively find in every wood and field through 
which they range, when the animal 

ecconomy 
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ceconomy is difturbed by aecident or in- 
temperance? We have learned from 
animals thofe arts, of the invention of 
which we are fo proud : but how imper- 
feét is our imitation of any of the works 
of nature! If we examine the edge of 
a very keen razor by the microfcope, it 
will appear as broad as the back of a 
pretty thick knife; rough, uneven, 
full of notches and furrows, and fo far 
from any thing like fharpnefs, that arr 
inflrument as blunt as this will fecm to 
be, would not ferve even to cleave 
wood, If an extraordinary fmall needle 
be alfo examined, the point thereof 
will appear above a quarter of an inch 
in breadth ; not round, or flat, but ir- 
regular and unequal; and the furface, 
though extremely fmooth and bright to 
the naked eye, will feem full of rugged- 
nefs, holes, and fcratches: in fhort, it 

will 
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will refemble am iron bar from a 
fmith’s forge: but the fting of a bee, 
viewed through the fame  inftrument, 
will thew every where a polifh moft 
amazingly beautiful, without the leaft 
flaw, blemith, or inequality, and end 
in a point too fine to be difvovered : yet 
this is only the cafe or fheqth to inftru- 
ments much more exquifite, contained 
within. This valuable difcovery of 
truth will fhew the moft boafted perform- 
ances to be as ill-fhapen, rugged, and 
uneven, as if they were hewn with an 
ax, or ftruck out with a mailer and 
chiffel, 

Our fineft miniatme paintings appear 
before this inftrument as mere daub- 
ings, plaiftered on with a trowel, and 
void of all beauty. Our moft thining 
varnifhes, our {moothelt polithes, will 

be 
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be mere roughnefs, full of gaps ana 
flaws, 

Thus fink the works of art, when we 
become enabled to fee them, as they 
truly are, through the microfope. But 
on the contrary, the plainer we dif- 
tinguifh, the more we can difcover of 
the works of nature, even in the leaft 
and meaneft of her productions, the 
more fenfible we mutt be made of the 
wifdom, power, and greatnefs of their 
Author, Let us apply the microfcope, 
where ever we will, nothing is to be found’ 
bur beauty and perfection. 

View we the numberlefs f{pccies 
of infects that fwim, creep, or fly 
around us, what proportion, exactnefs, 
uniformity, and fymetry, fhall we' 
petceive in all their organs! What a 
profufion of colouring! Azure, green,' 
ard yermillion; gold, filver, pearls, 

rubics, 
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tubies, and diamonds; fringe and em~ 
broidery, on their bodies, wings, heads, 
and every other part! How rich the 
glow! Hor high the finithing! How 
high the polifhing we every where be- 
held! 

Search we yet farther, and examine 
the animalcula, many of which it would 
be impofible for any human eye unaf- 
fited to difcern ; thofe breathing atoms, 
fo fmall, they are almoft all workman- 
fhip; in them too we fhall difcover the 
fame organs of body, multiplicity of 
parts, variety of motions, diverfity of 
figures, and particular ways of Jiving, 
asin the larger animals, How amaz- 
ingly curious muft the internal ftruéture 
of thefe creatures be! The heart, the 
Stomach, the entrails, the brain! How 
minute and fine the bones, joints, muf- 
ales, and tendons! How exquifitely 

celicate, 
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delicate, beyond all conception, the ar- 
teries, veins, and finews! What mul- 
titude of veffels and circulations muft 
be contained within this narrow com- 
spats! And yet all have fufficient room 
to perform their different offices, and 
neither impede nor interfere with one 
another, 

The fameorder, regularity, and beau- 
ty, will appear likewife among veget- 
ables, if brought to examination: 
Every ftalk, bud, flower, er feed, dif- 
plays a figure, a proportion, a harmony, 
deyond the reach of art, 

There is not a weed, not a mofs, 
whofe every leaf does not thew a multi- 
plicity of pores and veffels, difpofed 
moft curioufly for the conveyance of 
juices to fupport and nourith it, and 
which is not adored with innumerable 
graces to emmbellith it, In a word, while 
\ the 
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the moft perfett works of art betray a 
meannefs, poverty, or inability in the 
workman, the works of nature are all 
finifhed to the higheft pitch, and thew 
the abundant riches, munificence, and 
dkill of their Maker. 

Mr. Buffon tells us, Religion herfelf 
will find one of her greateft fupports in 
thus contemplating the works of the Ale 
mighty. To examine fome of the fineft 
and moft exquifite performances of hu- 
man art, and compare them with the 
productions of nature, muft tend to» 
wards humbling the pride and felf-con- 
ceit of man, by giving him a more rea~ 
fonable and modeft opinion of himfelf ; 
and at the fame time may, in fome de- 
gree, conduce towards improving his 
imperfect conceptions of the divine 
nature, 

From 
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From the confideration of thofe divine 
attributes which copioufly fhine in the 
vifible creation, we may afcend to 
metaphyfics, which is the nobleft of the 
Aciences, and on which all the reft de- 
pend. 

It raiics us above fenfible objects, ad- 
vances us to things purely intellectual, 
and treats of beng abftracted from mat- 
tr; it will perfect our knowledge, 
brighten our reafon, and enable us to 
proceed in our fearches after truth, on 
fteady and usening principles, and af- 
ford us clearer and more diftant views 
of the adorable excellencies of the di- 
vine nature; and by improving our na- 
tural endowments, di‘cover to us their 
narrow limits, and the vanity of what 
we call feience. 

This difcovery ferves to convince us, 
that the only true wifdom is to fubmit 
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oor weak abilities, and our whole will, 
to the Providence of that foversign and 
eternal Being, and conftantly humble 
ourlelves before him. 

Mankind may be faid to confift of two" 
forts of beings, the vain and the pre- 
fumptuous, who are for affigning reafons 
for every thing at the expence of good 
fenfe and experience; and the timid 
and the credulous, who ae ina perpe-" 
wal extafy and admiration, at all they 
behold. 

Let us (my amiable young friend; 
faid he) preferve a happy medium be 
tween the two; Ict us allow to the firl 
of thefe men, fo arrogant, and yet ( ig- 
porant, to indulge their own fancics at 
the expence of their reafon ; and others, 
who refufe tueir affent to every thing 
thy cannot comprehend, to fhut their 

Vou, Th £ eves 
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eves againft every thing above their cae 
pacity. 

More humble and more wife, let us 
acknowledge our own weaknefs, though 
fill open to conviction and truth, when 
accompanied with demonftrative vie 
dence; even althongh ic may feem in- 
comprchentible, inflead of endeavour- 
yngy to overthroy the admirable Jaws of 
ndure, “hh a view to bring down its 
aida toa level with our narrow con- 
ceptions ; us many now-a-days do by 
ranking Chuifliantty in the fame clafs 
with fuperfitious chimeras, 

Hume, Voltaic, Bonnet, Racine, 
Daleal, treat very opinion indifcrimin- 
ately as ridiculous, every fyftem as ab- 
furd, and cin the defign of fearching 
into nzture as prefumptuous. They 
proudly intrenched themfelves behind 
their own ignorance, faw prodigies in 

the 


LETTER XVI gt 


the moft fimple facts, and looked upon 
the knowledge of man as an enigma, an 
impenetrable myftery, a labyrinth whence 
there was no iffue. 

One misfortune is, that the more any 
thing is founded upon falie principles, 
the more, in the prefent age, it will re 
ceive an additional value by its being {c- 
rioufly refuted, 

Heraclitus affirmed, that a confider- 
able part of the divine operations pafl- 
cth by unobferved, and cfeapes our 
knowledge, becaufe we are infidels in 
the point, and have not faith cnough to 
believe them. 

Scepticifm and credulity are equally 
unfavourable to the acquifition of know- 
ledge: the latter aatiipates, and the 
former excludes all inquiry ; onc leaves 
the mind fansSed with error, the okt 
with ignorance, 

E2 
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As 1 wisatoleteble miles of gco- 
pra, hy, we 1 tu tate long ‘ournics in 
the mp together, He fometimes con- 
dudad me fiom Pe is to Rane by fea, 
and then brovsht n+ back from Rome 
to Peaby a 4 tnathing on all the 
confiterable places bv the way, We 
have coated all around Afic, he inform- 
ing me or whit was mot rcmarkable in 
rech court: a. we pafled along. Affa, 
het sd ne, b.gins, where Africa ends, 
td which it is joined by the Jims of 
Suz: © You fee it there between the 
Red-Sea and the AMkditerrancar. We call 
this the Re! St, becaufe it was near it 
that the Lmeas, defcendcd from Eyan, 
ot Edt, whofe name fignifies red, or 
ned hair, inhabited.” 

He alio acquainted me, that -adie, 
which is wathad by this fea, is divided 

into 
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into three parts; Perea, or the Stoncy, 
the Dyert and the Happy. 
 Sowy dvabiais here at the extremity, 
or towards the bottom of the Rul Siu 
Te was there that the Jiavsites fojourned 
forty years, after they had pafled over 
that fea on foot without being wer, the 
waters having retired on both fides, He 
pointed out to me Mount Sici, where 
God gave to the Jfrras his law, com- 
prifed in the Ten Commandasents, and 
many other inftitutions. This country 
takes its name of Petra from the ancient 
eity of Petra, which cow no longer 
cxifts, 
© Defert Avab.i, taxes its name from 
the vaft deferts it cians. Here we 
find the citics of Macy Dkcra, and 
Ekatif. 
© Meca is famous fur the bith 
of the falie prophet Alum, A 
h3 cunfideral le 
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confiderable mofyue has been built 
there, to which every year, from all 
parts, a great number of pilgrims repair 
in caravans : Afediag is the place where 
he was buried, 

“ Cuif, or Ehavf, is fituated upon the 
Gulp! of Peyfia, which you fee on the 
other fide of this vaft country, A 
gtcat tratiic is carried on there in 
peal, and mother of pearl, which 
the civers poll from off the rock 
on the coalt of the Ye of Bukarex, 
Happy Aah bens that name becaufe it 
produces plants very much efteemed. 
The two great rivers Tieris and Euphra- 
us, Which we icad of in Scripture, run 
ina this | vip)” 





He afterwards carricd me to the em- 
pite of Peyfu, the principal cities of 
which are [psiue, Tauris, Shinas, and 
Barnir heh, 


Tipaban 
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“ Tpaban and Taaris have {quares, or 
market-places, fo large, that 10,000 
men can be drawn up in them in battle 
array, At Shiras you fee the magnifi- 
cent ruins of the ancient Perfipolis. Bun- 
der Abafi is the fine port in all Perfia; 
the trade is now carried on there, which 
the Portugufe had formerly eflablithed 
in the little ifle of Ormus, out of which 
they were driven, Not far, as you will 
fee in the chart, from thence is the 
mountain of Chiampa, where they find 
earths of different colours, and of fich 
extraordinary Aueand Jufre, that itis im- 
poffible to imitate the beauty of their 
Sinen when ftained with them.” 

What can abate our pride more than 
a knowledge of geography, which by 
making us acquainted with the carth we 
inhabit, how little and inconfiderable a 
part of our globe is of the m.ghty siole 5 

E4 and 
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and yet as defpicably {mall as it is, it 
appears immeafurably great, if compared 
with that point, that nothing, on which 
we live, = * 

Having alrcady written a long letter, 
and being almoft afleep, I with jou, 
my dear friend all happinefs, and re- 
main, 


your affectionate, 
obliged fervant, 


Aynetts Le Reiiiete 


LET- 


(37) 


LETTER XVvil, 


From Mademoifelle rz Retuuet, to 
Lady Jouiana Danvers. 


DEAR MADAM, 
J Received the honour of yours ; there 

is a thing which flatters me more 
than the good opinion you have of me, 
it is whac has procused it me your fricid- 
Sip. 

Mr. Denham acquainted mg that the 
fir thing that was neceffary, in order 
to acquire a truc taffe, is to prepare our 
minds by an early purfuit and love f 
moral order, propriety, and all the rae 
tional beauties of a juft and well regu 
lated condu€:. There are in the works 
of art a point of perfection, as of good- 
ne(s and maturity in the produdts of na- 
tures he that does not perceive it, or 

places 
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places his eftecms below, or above it, has 
a deficient tafte; and therefore it is not 
without reafon that facts are controvert- 
ed and difputed. The excefs of refine- 
ment is now more to be guarded againtt 
than ever, becaufe it is the extreme which 
men are the moft apt to fall into, 
After the death of Lewis the XIVih, 
a ftudious refinement in France, in all 
thofe arts and improvements, his pat- 
Tonage had fo powerfully countenanced, 
became the reigning paffion, We may 
juftly pronounce it a period wouthy the 
attention of future ages, when the heroes 
of Corneille and Racine, the petfonated 
characters of Mfolierc, the compofitions 
of Lully, in a tafle altogether new to 
the nation; and the eloquence of a Bof- 
fuet and Bourdaloue, were taken notice 
of by that Monarch ; by the Duchels of 
Orleans, fo celebrated for her fine tafte ; 
by 
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by a Conde, a Turenne, a Colbert, and 
that crowd of illutrious men which 
then adorned the court, As grandeur, 
at that time, and elegance, could not be 
carried farther, the utmoft efforts of in- 
genuity were exerted, and every faculty 
of invention flrained to introduce a 
boundlefs variety into the produétions 
which genius and capacity had already 
brought forth, 

Hence decorations were multiplied, 
and an affected profufion of fplendor 
fucecedcd to that magnificent fimplicity, 
the remaias of which are ftill fo charm- 
ing in thcfe monuments that difplay the 
jufter fen‘ of propriety in the foregoing 
age, which was juftly fliled fice & 
gout, and mutt be placed neat to, if not 
over againft the Auguflan age in hiftory. 
It is only however fince the year 1730, 
that experimental philofophy and geo- 

metry 
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mnetry have beet celebrated in Francé, 
Defcartes was the greateft_mathemati- 
cian of his time, buta philofopher who 
knew the leaft of nature, when compar- 
ed with thofe who have fucceeded him. 
His natural philofophy is entirely ex- 
ploded, being founded neither on grio- 
metry nor experience. 

The arts, faid Mr. Denham, are di- 
vided ito two claffes, the liberal and 
mechanical ; the /ati-r arc the molt wieful 
and the Lat valved; the foraur are the 
mokt aprevable and Ialt evtricuted, 

Tally oblervis in his Offices, that per- 
fons are to be eftcemed gentle, cr fervile, 
according to the arts and capacities in 
which they are emploved, are liberal or 
mechanic. He efleems thofe liberal in 
which the facultics of the mind are 
chiefly employed; and thofe mechanic, 
in which is the more laborious part. 

But 
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But one cannot bur admire the wonder~ 
ful effeéts of Providence in the defire 
of gain, and be thankful to hits, that 
he has created fuch people, who for 
twelve pence are willing to do hat 
which others would not do for twelve 
thoufand pounds. 

The Ainenisns jaffed a law, that 
none bur there who were of liberal birth 
dhould practife painting*. Tt has been 
obferved, they could not better exprels 
the fenfe they had of its power, than the 
care tacy touk of its direction, 

Sculpture makes fill bolder advances 
to render the object the defcribes more 
Jenfible to the imagination, to the touch, 
as well as vifibla. The flatuaries of 
Greece were men of education and li- 
teraturc, and were more the companions 
than fervants of the creat, for whom 

© See Pliny, chap. 10, book 35. 
their 
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their art was exertifed: their tafte was 
tefined by the converfation of courts, 
enlarged by the lectures of the 
poets, and rendered accurate by attend- 
ing the gymnafia, or {chools of exer- 
cife; accordingly the fpirit of their ftu 
dies breathed through their works, 

We fee but few fuch inftances in the 
modetns, their greateft perfection being 
afervile imitation of the antique; the 
snoment they lofe fight of them the ef- 
feét is in general too vifible. As man 
is much affeéted by phyfical caufes, one 
is not furprifed to find the elegant arts 
chiefly confined to Inxurious and fouthern 
climates. Nature feems to have confined 
perfection in thofe clegant and exquifite 
productions to certain climates and 
people, among whom they fprang fpon- 
tancous for centuries; and which are 
only imperfectly copied by other na- 

dons, 
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tions, where the feeds are not fo happi- 
ly difpofed, or the organs fo juftly adopt- 
ed. Nothing but the fenfe of the pre- 
fent, and the apprehenfion of future 
wants, can impel the mind to reflec. 
tion. Itis well known that in Spain, 
fince the working the mines of the In- 
dies, a workman earns in two days 
enough to fupport him the whole 
weck, The natural indolence of the 
people makes that workman remain idle 
the reft of the time, 
Juvenal faid, even of the Greeks them 
felves, 
A hungry Greek, if bidden, fcales the tkies. 
It is the paffions which give rife to the 
productions of genius, and the wonders 
of art: without thefe powerful incen- 
tives, the mind wou!d languith in lift. 
lefs indelence; and men like favages 
would {pend their lives in a momentary 
contemplation 
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contemplation of the objects furround- 
ing them, or clfe in fleep. 

The prefent King of Spain hath 
founded an academy to explain and de- 
{eribe all the difcoveries at Hercula- 
neum. It confifis of fifteen members. 
Thefe academicians affemble once a 
week, at the Palace of the Marquis Ber- 
nard Fanneci, the Secretary of State, who 
interefts bimfelf in the labours of this 
body. 

At the time the cities were deftroyed, 
qhe arts flourished, and were carried to 
the greateft height. The cities of Italy 
were embellithed with the greateft maf- 
ters of Greece, and contained the mot 
finifhed and moft perfect works in paint- 
ing, ftatuary, and engraving of feals; 
works that will ever be the admiration 
of mankind, and are worthy of being 
tranfmitted os models, to be carefully 

ftudied 
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fiudied by the artifts of all future ages, 
wherever there is a defire of carrying 
the arts to the utmoft perfection. 

Tafte foon follows the ftighteft ac- 
~quaintance with the arts, which ftrenath- 
ened by habit creates as many wants as 
in cold and northern climates, where, 
from the ungrateful foil, and inclement 
latitude, men are obliged to work to 
procure their neceflary fubfiftence, other- 
wife they would perith of mifery and 
famine. In this fituation there is no 
reom for genius or the imagination, It 
is in vain to think of infpiring people 
with a defire of acquiring riches, before 
they have attained eafe, or to give them 
a tafte for fuperfluities, while they want 
neceffaries, But there is a compenfation 
in every thing: noble fouls, cager af- 
ter glory and fame, the fage and the 
hero have been almoft always known 

Vor. I. F to 
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to flourifh in poor countries; and if 
virtue has ever fhewn forth with lufire, 
it has been among thofe nations where 
they had no rewards but honours to be- 
flow. 

Courage depends cither on a mechanic- 
al inflinct, an inward fecling of our owa 
firength, or on ftrong paffions attuated 
by the defire of glory or prejudices. 
This inflin& cannot thew itfelf in bodics 
effeminated by luxury, cnervated by 
pleafure: itis found only in robufl bo- 
dies hardened by fatigue, and in which 
a confcioufnels of their fuperior ftrength 
predominates, 

Strong paffions do not fire weakened 
fouls: the habit of little pafions renders 
them infenfible to greatones. The ha- 
bitual inconftancy of luxury hinders 
thefe debafed fouls from exerting in 
stheir enterprizes that obftinacy of cou- 

Tage 
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rage, without which great actions can- 
not be executed. It confequently is 
impoffible for courage and the military 
fpirit to be allied with effcminacy. 
Poor and warlike nations have always 
exercifed the natural right which brave- 
ty has over riches; and prove to effe- 
minate nations, that victory depends on 
men, and not on gold, 

Mr. Gibbons acquaints us, in his De- 
cline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
that in thes military eftablifhment of the 
Roman Emperors, “ that in all levies, 
a juft preference was given to the cli- 
mates of the North over thofe of the 
South. The Goils forbore to deflroy 
the libraries of the Grecks and Italians, 
becaufe books fhould fill keep them 
erervated to warlike affairs,” I obferv- 
ed to Mr. Denham, that however po- 
litical ic might be in a warlike people to 

Fe abolifh 
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abolifh thofe arts, which might furve to 
effeminate manners, yet every perfon of 
tafte muft find great pleafure in the con- 
templation of them; and that the fine 
arts had undoubtedly been of eminent 
ferviec, and their effets on the mind 
had been illuftrated in a thoufand in- 
ftances; painting, for example, is un- 
doubtedly the moft direct and immediate 
accefs to the fenfe of feeing; and this 
muft be the reafon why the beft writers 
of antiquity, in treating of other arts, 
fo frequently borrow their example 
and illuftration from this. Who can 
look upon the death of Germanicus, as 
painted by Pouffin, without feeling a 
generous indignation at the cruelty of 
his oppreffor, and an equal compaffion 
tor unhappy virtue: thefe impreffions 
give aturn to the mind advantageous to 
fociety ;—every argument of forrow— 

every 
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every object of diftrefs, awakens a con: 
genial fenfation, and quickens us to fi- 
milar ats of humanity and benevolence, 
Mr. Denham told me he was of 
my opinion, but had diligently watch- 
ed over his propenfity toit, that when 
abroad he had obferved many of his 
countrymen fo intoxicated with this 
art, that he had frequenly feen them 
give more for a painted landfcape, than 
the proprietor gave for the original terri- 
tory. 

Gentlemen in England alfo are aptto 
be great dupes to the pifture jobbers from 
abroad, whofe intereft it is to depreciate 
every Englith work, as hurtful to their 
trade, of continually importing ‘hip 
loads of dead Chrifts, holy families, Mado- 
was,and other difmal dark fubjects, neither 
entertaining nor ornamental, on which 
they ferawl the terrible nome 7 
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fome Italian mafters, and fix on Engijh- 
men the character of univerfal dupes. 

Ifa man, naturally 2 judge of paint- 
ing, not bigotted to thefe empyrics, 
fhould caft his eye on one of their fham 
virtuofo pieces, he would be very apt 
to fay, Sir, that grand Venus (as 
you are pleafed to call it) has not 
beauty enough for an Englith cinder- 
wench : upon which the quack anfwers 
with a confident air, O Lord, fir, I 
find you are no coano'Meur ; that picture, 
T affure you, is in Alefo Baklovinetto's 
fecond and beft manner, boldly painted, 
and truly fublime ; the contour gracious, 
the air of the head in the high Greek 
tafe, and moft divine it is: then fpit- 
ting on an obfcure place, takes a fkip 
to the other end of the room, and 
{creams out in raptures,—there’s an 
amazing touch ; a man fhould have this 

picture 
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picture a twelvemonth in his collection, 
before he can difcover half its beauties, 
The gentleman (though naturally a 
Judge of what is beautiful, yet afhamed to 
be out of the fafhion in judging for him- 
felf) with this cant is ftruck domb, 
gives a vaft fum for the picture, very mo- 
deftly confefles he isindeed quite ignorant 
of painting, and beftows a frame worth 
fifty pounds, on a frightful thing not 
worth fo many farthings. Would gen- 
tlemen but venture to fee with their 
own eyes, thefe impofitions would be 
prevented, 

Let but the comparifon of pictures 
with nature be their guide, and let them 
judge as frecly of painting as they do of 
poetry. 

As I had a genius for defiging, 
the beft mafters attended me. Mr. 
Denham recommended Frefnoy’s Art 

Fa of 
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of Painting, which he faid was equal ta 
the exa& rules laid down by Boffu for 
the epigue poem, Dacier’s for trage- 
dy, in his excellent tranflation of Arif- 
totle, and his notes upon it. 

He acquainted me, that of all the 
arts dependent on dgigning, none, ex- 
cept architecture, painting, and fculp- 
ture, have given fo much pleafure, or 
been of fuch ufe as that of engraving, 
whether on copper or wood ; for, by this 
means, all the celebrated performances 
and inventions of the moft eminent 
mafters are exceedingly well imitated, 
and reduced to fo convenient a fize as to 
be communicable to the whole world. 

It is by this art that thofe who have 
never croffed the feas are acquainted 
with the magnificent ftru€ures, beauti- 
ful ftatues, fine paintings, &c. with 
which the citics, churches, and palaces 

of 
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of other countries, and particularly 
Italy, ate adorned, 

Engraving of precious ftones was in 
wfe in Mofes’s time, as.is plain from 
thofe which were fet in the ephod and 
breaft-plate of the high-prieft, on which 
were engravea the names of the twelve 
tribes of Iftael. It is probable that the 
Ifraelites learned this art from the Egyp- 
tians, that the Greeks alfo had it 
from them, and the Romans from the 
Greeks. The Romans were very kilful 
engravers both in cryftal and ftone, 
and engraved both in the hollow and re- 
lievo manner ; many of which are to be 
feen and admired for the beauty of the 
defign, and excellency of the work- 
manfhip; fuch as Apollo of Adium, 
which is in the cabinet of the King of 
France: Anthony and Livia, in that of 
the Emperor: Cicero, which was in 

; that 
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that of our Charles 1]. Mark Anthony 
and Cleopatra, of which father Mount- 
faucon gives us the defign in his Diari- 
xm Ttalicom. All thefe works are of Au- 
guttus’s time, and fhew that the art was 
then in perfeétion. Engraving in the 
hollow way was indifpenfably neceflary : 
no public act could then be authentic 
but by feal; for it was much more eafy 
to counterfeit writing upon tablets of 
wax, than to imitate a feal exactly. 
Medals preferved for a long time the 
elegance of d-fign, which they loft af- 
terwards in the times of the laft Empe- 
rors, There are no Greek medals of 
tolerable becuty to be feen fince the 
Emperor Severus’s time. The Latins 
preferved the purity of their tafte longer ; 
but after Gordian the Pious, their me- 
dals degenerated very fenfibly, and un- 

der 
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der Gallienus they were good for little 
or nothing. 

The art was renewed, with others, in 
the time of Pope Martin V. about the 
beginning of the 15th century, The 
famous Dominico de Camai, a Milan- 
efe, engraved upon a ruby the picture 
of Lewis le More, Duke of Milan; 
and alfo the celebrated Treccio, a Mi- 
lanefe alfo, cut the King of Spain’s 
arms on a diamond, and was the firft 
who ever engraved that obdurate ftone. 

T enquired of Mr. Denham concern- 
ing the French medals: he told me 
thofe of the laft age are in great perfec~ 
tion; Jean Varin made thofe of Lewis 
XII. which are excellent, All the 
money which bears the ftamp of that 
Prince, and that which was made dur- 
ing the minority of Lewis XIV. is by 
the fame hand, and exceedingly well 

wrought; 
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wrought; for Varin had cut and em 
graved all the inftruments, and had the 
conducting of them in giving the ftamp. 
After his death, in 1672, Claud Ballit 
had the dire¢tion of the French medals 
to 1678, and what is left of that artift’s 
performances, fhews that he was a man 
of admirable genius, 

But to attain a clear and diftinét‘ac- 
count of the fcience of medals, we fhould 
read attentively Spanheim’s Treatife on 
Ancient Medals, an account publithed 
by M. L’ Abbé Barthelemi : this learned” 
academician there gives us very fenfible 
and judicious obfervations that he has 
made upon medals, publifhed by differ- 
ent authors, I expreffed my furprize to 
Mr. Denham, that hollow engraving 
did not lead the ancients to the engrav- 
ing on copper. It is aftonithing, that, 
after they had found the fecret cf en 

graving 
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«graving both on marble and brafs, they 

fhould have ftopped there; and that 
‘they never thought of engraving on 
copper the finefl paintings, 

This ufeful difcovery was referved 
for the time of the revival of the arts, 
Formerly they made fine miniatures, 
to oimament books at a great ex. 
pence ; fome ver, fine ones are to be 
feen, made in the time of Lewis XII. 

In the Burgundy library at Bruffels, 
ate fuppofed to be the beft manufcripts, 
and moft beautiful, in point of illunii- 
nations, which [ ever faw: moft of 
ithem were brought from Burgundy to 
Bruffels, and are very ancient. It is 
even wonderful to what a degree of per- 
-feGtion miniature painting has been car- 
‘tied in fome of them, particularly in 
one tran(cribed and illuminated at Flo- 

rence 
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stence in ¢485.—It was a prefent from 
Matthias Corvinus, King of Hungary, 
to the Duke of Burgundy,——After 
‘the reign of Francis I. the engravers 
engrofled that employment from the 
painters, 
This art was accidently difcovered in 
“the fifteenth century, by an ingenious 
.goldfmith and feulptor of Florence ; 
and was afterwards fo much improved 
by capital mafters, and brought into 
foch reputation, that in the laft century 
the greateft perfons have not thought it 
beneath them to exercife their genius in 
jt; as Lewis XIII. the Princefs Louifa, 
Lord Sandwich, Marquis de Cailus, 
&c. befides, in that age, engraving in 
mezzotinto was invented by Prince 
Rupert. 
T afked my kind inftruétor, if know- 
ledge had not greatly increafed in confe- 
‘quence 
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equence of the inftitution of the Royal 
Society in London, and the Academy 
sof Sciences in France? He anfwered, 
undoubtedly ; and informed me it was 
Leopold, Grand Duke of Tofcany, 
who perceiving the obflructions to 
natural knowledge, ufed his influence to 
aemove them. He confidered that 
man, by the frame of his mind, 
is focial; but that nothing is fo 
great a bond of fociety as fimilar pur- 
fuits. Philofophers would therefore na- 
turally confer together on the common 
fubje&t of their fludies, and the refule 
could not but enlarge the circle of natur- 
al knowledge, 

But though the ftock of individuals 
was thus increafed, little was added to 
the public treafury of feience. A few 
truths were not fufficient to make a vo- 
dume, and private perfons could not af- 

ford 
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ford the funds neceflary for experiment 
making. 
To obviate thefe difficulties, Leopolit 
iftituted in 1657, the Academy del Ce- 
, mento, at Florence; and his example 
was foon followed by Charles II. in 
i England, by Lewis XIV, in France, by 
the Emperor Leopold in Germany, and 
by Queen Sop*sia Charlotte in Pruffia®, 
‘Thefe have fully anfvered the purpofes 
of their iluftrious founders ; for in lef 
than a century theyhave added more to 
the general mafs of knowledge than all 
the philofophers had done before them, 
whom, though men of profound thought, 
-and intenfe application, by miftaking 


+ © This Princefs had a great genius, with a large 
fhare of learning, nor dil the think it beneath her 
dignity to ditingnith a philofopler. She entered 
into an intimacy with Leibnitz, and propofed him 
as the only petfon capable of laying the foundation 
of this new academy at Luneville, 
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‘the true abject of philofophy, their la- 
bours contributed much lef to improve 
than tocorrupt thehuman underftanding. 

About the beginning of the feventeenth 
century, the foundation of experimental 
philofophy had been laid in England by 
Bacon, (whofe talents had procured 
him great encouragement from Queen 
Elizabeth,) and bad been introduced in- 
to Italy by Galileo, and carried to a 
perfection former ages had no idea of. 

Some years ago a learned German 
projected a practical academy for bufi- 
ne(s; I know not whether that eftablith- 
ment fubfifts, but the thought was 
happy, and deferves to be imitated in 
segard to all practical and really ufeful 
knowledge. 

If you read the writers of the laft, and 
the beginning of the prefent century, 
-you will be convinced their claffical illu- 

Vou. Ih, G fions, 


8 LETTER Xvi. 


fions, hiftorical references, and fcien- 
tific illuftrations, fufficiently demon flrate 
their wit, however {portive and fanci- 
ful, to have been as iaferior to their 
erudition as their jrdement, But the 
South Seca project in England, and 
the MiffiGppi fchemes in France, in 
the twentieth year of this century, pro- 
duced fuch a chaos in the minds of men, 
as pofterity will hardly believe. 

For a confiderable time they unhinged 
all the common ideas of reafon, and in- 
volved not only thofe but other nations 
in the wildeft and moft abfurd purfuits 
that ever difgraced the human under- 
ftanding. Fromthe moment that thefe 
mercenary purfuits took poffeffion of 
people’s imaginations, virtue became 
ridiculous, honour a chimera, and 
merit riches. The futility, however, 
of thefe undertakings reftored men 

to 
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to their fenfes. I told Mr. Den- 
ham, that I had always underftood, that 
though wit had been at the height to- 
wards the latter end of the reign of King 
Charles 11. yet taat learning had then 
been for fome years on the decline, and 
that it could hardly be found to have 
made any great advances amongft us 
fince the cloie of the rcign of King 
James I. which is generally called the 
reign of pedantry. He anfwered, that 
though perbazs it might be charged 
with that weaknels, as well as many 
others, yet it might boaft perhaps as 
great a concurrence of folid learning, as 
any fince; in proof of which he should 
only name four men of that age, 
who, for their extent of reading, can 
fearce be equalled: Jofeph Scaliger, in 
France; Grotius, in Holland; Uther, 
in Ireland ; and Selden, in England. 

Ga There 
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‘There were evident caufes for the de- 
cline of learning in this century, be- 
fides thofe | have already mentioned. 
After it had made a great progrefs, and 
after eminent writers had appeared in 
every fpecies of compofition, the only 
thing left was to pleafe by novelty, 
which leads men wide of fimplicity and 
nature, and fills their writings with af- 
fetation and conceit. 

They often, through mere defpair, 
give themfclves up to idle fpecula- 
tions and dreams, in hopes to im- 
mortalize themilves at the expence 
of reafon. 

Tt was thus the age of Claudius and 
Nero became fo much inferior to that of 
Auguftus in tafte and genius *, 


© The greateft age for poetry amongf the Romans, 
was certainly that of Auguitus Cefar, but painting 
was 
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The moderns love to have their ima- 
gination warmed more than sourifhed, 
and to be dazzled and furprifed rather 
than inftruéted and improved: but if 
the ancients had more good fenfe and 
judgment, we have much the advan- 
tage of them in vivacity and wit. 

Every age bears fome characteriftical 
mark ; we excel now only ina certain 
elegance, as fuperficial as the genius 
which produces it. 

Thus fome late authors have attended 
more to the ftyle than the matter con- 
tained in their works, and hazarved 


‘was then at its loweft ebb, and (culpture was allo de- 
clining at the fame time. 

In the reign of Domitian, and fome who facceed- 
ed him, poetry was but meanly cultivated, but 
painting eminently flourifhed, Both thefe arts were 
ima manner extinguifhed by the irruption of the 
barbarous nations, and both reftored about the times 
of Leo X. Charles V. and Francis 1. 
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every thing for the fake of furprif- 
ing. 

Boileau juftly remarks, that the books 
which have ftood the teft of time, and 
been admiced through all the changes 
which the mind of man hath fuffered 
from the various revolutions of know- 
Jedge, and the prevalence of contrary 
cOftoms, have a better claim to our re- 
gard than any modern produétions can 
tnaft, becaufe the long continuance of 
their reputation proves that th y are 
adequate to our faculties, and agreeable 
to nature. 

There may perhaps be another rea- 
fon; every author finds means to get his 
compofitions (be they ever fo bad) into 
print, and then the public is peftered 
with them, according to the various cir- 
cumftances and degrees of the author's 
neceftics and vanities, —It was other- 

wile 
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wife with the ancients who faw every 
thing in manufcript. Nobody would 
take the trouble of  tranfcribing 
works of mediocrity except their au- 
thors, 

Tf the ancients are fometimes obfcure, 
they are not accountable for our not un- 
derftanding them; they wrote for their 
own age, not ours: they often allude to 
things, the memory of which is loft. Few 
people underftand the ancients without 
the help of interpreters, Commentators 
do fometimes guefs at the meaning, but, 
for the moft part, put the author to the 
torture as a criminal, to make him fpeak 
as they would have hin, One may 
learn from the Satires of Juvenal and 
Perfeus, how the commentators explain 
the difficulties that arife. Fur. Sat. ii, 


Or Sylla’a pupils Sylla’s rules decline. 


They are not willing to leave us in the 
G4 dark 
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dark ypon this paffage, and the note is, 
Tf thefe pupils were not Cefar, Pom- 
pey, and Craffus, they were Auguftus, 
Anthony, and Lepidus.” Tully owned 
himfelf ignorant whether Lefus, in the 
Twelve Tables means a fue al forg, or 
a mourning garment; and Ariftotte 
doubts whether 2 Greck word, in the 
Thad, fignifies a mule or a muleteer. 

Authors now-a-days write burt 
to gratify themfelves, The luxuries 
of this age preclude indigent merit 
from being rewarded, Few men of 
diftinguifhed abilities (if not advan- 
tageoufly firated in point cf fortune} 
have received the fuffrage of their own 
times, either in feientific or literary pur- 
fuits, 

The fame flow of fpirits and energy 
of thought which cnable them to excel 
in feience, and reach the height of their 
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profeffion, hurries them often beyond 
the common meafures of ordinary life, 
by which alone the vuigar judge of wif- 
dom and foily. To the few who are 
judges of their abilitics, they are objects 
of icaloufy and envy, Thus it always 
is where we view the object at too ine 
confiderable a diftance, and through 
the medium of thofe littleneffes which 
are infeparable from humanity. 

Rochefoucault afferted, that admira. 
tion and acquaintance are incompatible, 
Time can only huld up to view pre-emi- 
nent merit, and affign it the due rank in 
the temple of memory. 

Lord Verulam fays, “ the loweft vir- 
tues draw praife from the vulgar; the 
middle virtues work in them admira- 
tion; but of the higheft virtues they 
have no perception at all.” Aflian ab- 
ferves, “ things well done only pleafe 

the 
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the'mafters of the art, and not the mul- 
titude.” 

In 1902, when Atfaliah, the mafter- 
piece of the theatre, was reprefented at 
the houfe of the Duchefs of Burgundy, 
the courtiers had confidence enough in 
their own judgment to condemn that 
admirable tragedy. Fame has done 
Racine juftice, but that great man did 
not live to fee the fuccefs cf this his ca- 
pital performance. 

Homer is the firit poct ard beggar of 
notcamong theancients; hes asblind, and 
fung his ballads about theftreets. Plautus 
the comic poct was more fortunate 
he had two trades—he was a poet for his 
amufement, and helped to tum a mill, 
in order to gct his livelthocd. Terence 
was a flive, and Boetius died in a jail. 

Among the Italiane, Paulo Borghefe, 
almoft ss gced a poct as Taffo, knew 
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fourteen different trades, and yet died 
becaufe he could not get employment in 
any of them. 

Talo, who had the moft ami- 
able charatter of all poets, has of- 
ten been obliged to borrow a crown for 
a month’s fubfiftence: he has left us 2 
pretty fonnet, addreffed to his cat, in 
which he begs the light of her eyes to 
write by, being too poor to afford him- 
felf a candle. But Bentivoglio, poor 
Bentivoglio! chiefly demands our pity. 
His comedies have received the fuffrage 
of theworld; he diffipated a nobie fortune 
in aéts of charity and benevolence, but 
falling into extreme poverty in his old 
age, was refufed to be admitted into an 
hofpital which he had ereéted. 

But the fufferings of the pocts in other 
countries is nothirg when compared to 

thefe 
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thofe that have been experienced in 
England, 

The names of Spenfer and Otway, 
Butler and Dryden, are every day men- 
tioned as a national reproach ; fome of 
whom lived in a ftate of precarious ind!~ 
gence, and others litcrally died of 
hunger, In the days of Charles If, the 
Paradife Loft only produced to Milton 
fifteen pounds. 

Aman of genius to make his for- 
tune, is unhappily a phenomenon a- 
mong us, Genius is requifite to relith 
genius, and the great only countenance 
fuch as refemble thensfels es 

Knowledge is the appenage of the un- 
fortunate whofe mediocrity bars the 
way of fortune. 

Men in every f{pecies of fcience who 
have diflinguithed their talents, have 

feldom 
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feldom met with fufftage from their 
own times, 

The priefts of the fame church treat. 
cd Galileo as a blafphemer, for affert- 
ing the Copernican fyftem, who now 
treat the Hutchinfonians as fanatics for 
doubting it. 

Wolfins was banithed from Pruffia for 
giving an admirable chain of the proofs 
and exiftence of a God, fo late as in 
1735. Tycho Brahe, the famous aftro- 
nomer at Uraniourg, was driven from 
his native country by faction and male- 
volence, and died at Prague under the 
protection of the Emperor Rodolphus, 
who fheltered this illuftrious fugitive, 
and afforded him an afylum, 

Great fouls are not always inacceffible 
‘to little interefts; elevation of mind, 
depth of views, the habit of approving 
one’s own conceptions infpire but too 

often 
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often an obflinate prejudice againft the 
id 1 of others, 

Iris often fuficient for a plan to be 
difapproved, thet another than the mi- 
nilter propofes it. Sully, with the beft 
intentiens for the public good, was ob- 
flinate in oppofwmg the introduction of 
the filk manufacture into Fiance. Harth 
and inflexible, he hated the author of 
the project, as a man who pretended to 
fhare with him the confidence of his 
maftet ; and his natural haughtinefs did 
not {uffer him to adopt views which he 
had not formed himéelf. 

Orfyrcus being denied 20,0001, 38 a 
recompence for the fecret of his wheel, 
broke st un pieces. 

In the year 1721, the Landgrave of 
Helle Caffel invited Profeffor ’sGravef- 
ande to his court, where he faw the fa- 
mous wheel of Orfyreus above men- 

tioned, 
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tioned, but without being able to de- 
cide whether it was a perpetual motion 
ornot. This confcflion, which he made 
to Sir Ifaac Newton, and others, being 
made public, drew on him the clamours 
of almoft all thofe mathematicians, who 
had already conceived the impofkbility 
of a perpetual motion to be demonftra- 
ble, Their demon‘trations, however, 
hadnot convinced Profeffor’sGravefande, 
who treated them only as pretenfions to 
a certainty, unattainable in mechanics. 
Indeed what Mr. ’sGravefande was an 
eye-witnefs to, as to that machine, was 
fufficient to furprife the moft profound 
reafoner; his teftimony in favour of 
the inventor redounds much to the cre- 
- dit of the latter; thus the fecret died 
with him, which had puzzled the ftrid. 
eftexaminations of the curious for forty 


years. 
But 
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But inftances of this kind have been {fe 
frequent in all countries, and of men 
-dittinguithed in every branch of fcience, 
that it is needles to enumerate them to 
your Ladyfhip. I am very glad you 
amufe yourfelf with reading Italian au- 
thors, as I am petfuaded you will 
find yourfelf highly gratified. After 
the taking of Conftantinople by the 
Turks in 1453, all its learned men took 
refuge in Italy, and found a favourable 
reception at the ccurts of different 
Princes who were ambitious of promot- 
ing the arts of peace among their fub- 
jects, Among thefe the Princes of the 
houfe of Medicis chiefly diftinguifhed 
themfeives. Florence became a fecond 
Athens, and Cofmo jufily entitled Ze 
Great, {pared no expence for the im- 
provement of learning, and encourag- 
ing the fineft arts, For which purpofe 

he 
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he fent into the Fatt to purchife all the 
valvableGreek manufcripts that could be 
found. Pope Nicholas V. entered into 
a fimilar undertaking : and the age of 
Leo X. is famous for the aftonithing ra- 
Pidity with which every art haftened to 
perfection. True tafte and juftnefs of 
thought and defign then prevailed, But 
the revival of letters is to be dated from 
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, 
Both Greek and Latin literature were 
then cultivated by men whofe abilities 
contributed to bring them again into re- 
pute: of this number was Dante and 
Petrarch, who had many difciptes, and 
introduced into Italy a tafte for true eru- 
dition and folid eloquence, which after- 
wards diffufed itfelf into other countries, 

Dante may juftly be confidered as one 
of thofe lights which firft contributed’ 
to difpel the Gothic darknefs, 

Vor, II, H He 
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He refided chiefly in Florence. You 
know, he was an excellent poet, and wrote 
equally well in Italian and French. Per- 
fectly convinced of the futility of the 
fcholattic philofophy, he addidted him- 
felf entirely to the doétrine of Plato, 
many of whofe principles and doétrines 
are found fcattered through his poems ; 
he treated alfo upon fome fubjetts of na- 
tural philofophy : he excelled in a beau- 
tiful fimplicity, This has given Boileau 
the moft lafting wreath in France, and 
to Shakefpeare and Milton in England, 
Francis Petrarch, the difciple of Dante, 
firft applied himfelf to the ftudy of po- 
lite learning, and then made a confider 
able proficiency in morality: he ex. 
celled in both, and contributed not a 
Tittle to refcue, as well the Attic, as the 
Roman mufes from barbarity. Count 
Balthazar Caftiglione gives us the code 
‘ of 
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of gallantry of that brilliant age, the 
Italians diftinguith by the name of cingue 
cento, in which the court of Urbino was 
one of the principal ornaments in Italy, 

Ariofto’s poem (which procured him 
the title of Divine) gives us a fpecimen 
of the genius of a court, which the 
French Plutarch fays, furpaffed all 
others for elegance, politenefs, delicacy, 
and courtefy. 

Landine, in his notes on the 16th can- 
to of Dante’s Paradife, has favoured us 
with a large account of the ancient 
houfes of Florence : and if you are de- 
firous of being informed of the particu- 
lars of the inteftine revolutions of Fer- 
rata, you have only to look into Mura- 
tori’s Fifty-fourth Differtation on the 
Houfe of Efte, and you will there find 
the tafte which its example and encou-: 
ragement promoted. . 
Hz the 
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The learned inveftigations of Geral- 
di and Calcagnini, two of the great- 
eft philologifis of the fixteenth century 
are fome fruits of the favour which this 
houfe beftowed on literature, and to 
fach of its fubje€ts as cultivated it with 
diftmétion, Miuratori’s works, concern- 
ing the culture and propagation of Italy, 
ate worthy any perfon’s attention, that 
is defirous of being inftruéted in this 
fubje€t, in thofe ages which were but 
little known; and affords a large field 
for political, moral, and even phyfical 
reflections, This is a great work, 
confifting of forty-fix volumes, We 
are obliged for this learned collection to 
afociety of noblemen at Milan, who, 
within this century, have eftablithed 
the Socii Paletini, and contribute to the 
charge of a confiderable printing-houfe, 
which has already produced fome very 

diftin~ 
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diftinguithed works: the Hiftory of 
Italy, by Francifco Guiccardini; the 
Hiftory of Naples, by Giannone ; the 
Campaigns of Don Carlos, by Buona- 
mici ; and the periodical publications of 
the Abbé Lami, are fo many works 
you ought to perufe. Ricciardetto’s 
Life is the laft epic poem that Italy has 
ptoduced, wherein is ridiculed all that 
natural turn of fprightlinefs which pro- 
duced fuch reputation to the Morgante, 
the Furigfo, and other Italian mafter- 
pieces. The fuccefs of the Italian poets, 
in deferibing the effedts of the tender 
paffion was very great; nor is it at all 
to be wondered at, for they felt what 
they defcribe. The inimitable happi- 
nefs in the flowing melody, of the ex- 
preffion, and a perfect knowledge of 
harmony, exhibited in the moft mufical 
language in the world, produced the 

H3 moft 
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moft wonderful and delightful effects, 
Lopez de Vega is the Horace of the Ita- 
Yians, as Taffo is their Virgil: Lopez 
de Vega had great merit, but by no 
means fucceeded in his attempt of mak- 
ing new fules of the drama, The Italian 
language lies under the imputation of 
weaknefs and effeminacy; but the beft 
judges, after a thorough and candid in- 
quifition, have acknowledged it foft, 
but ftrong; gentle, but expreffive, It 
is fit indeed for love and compliment, 
and, perhaps, it has been too much ap- 
plied in this way. But this error arifes 
from the climate, not the language ; is 
it not a misfortune for any woman to be 
born between the tropics? On the con- 
trary, the great refpect the northern na- 
tions have ever paid to our fex is well 
known. But to return from this digref- 
fion ; our immortal Milton’s genius, is 

faid 
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faid to have been much enriched, and 
his enthufiafm greatly heightened by be- 
ing fo happily converfant with the moft 
ingenious of the Italian poets; per- 
fonally with thofe of his own time, and 
intimately with the works of thofe who 
flourithed before him. 

If we look into their hiftories, we 
fhall find nervous fenfe decorated with 
forcible words, and fupported by judi- 
cious reflections, 

The Poems of GiSan are tranflated 
into Italian by the Abate Melchior Ce- 
farotti, but I have never feen them yet 
in that drefs, Iam much afraid I have 
fatigued your Ladyfhip with this long 
ill-conneéted epiftle, which has no 
other merit in my eyes, than the oppor 
tunity it produces me of affuring you 

of 
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of the affection, with which I am, your 
Ladythip’s 

obliged friend, 


Annette re Reinier. 
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From Lady Justana Danvers, ta 
Mademoifelle x Rewer. 


MY DEAR ANNETTE, 
J CANNOT too often thank you for 
your long and circumftantial narra- 
tive, My dear parents’ approbation I 
did not call in queftion: for the Marquis 
of Epfom he is every thing that is confo- 
nant to their hearts : to love him is but 
to fee him, and to value him is only to 
know 
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know him. Your humility, my dear 
Annette, does you injuftice, and me a 
favour; it exalts me by undervaluing 
you; but yet I do not efteem myfelf 
amore, or you left, 

Briffack has been here! Prepare your- 
felf fora very interefting, affecting, and 
aftonithing relation! I received him in 
my mother’s dreffing-room, which you 
know joins to my father’s library, in 
which my uncle had retired to write let- 
ters. 

I defired him to be feated, and ac. 
quainted him of your being in England, 
and of your incliyation of ferving him, 
if he would but declare what he knew 
concerning your affairs. He in reality 
feemed much affected! Thanked God 
you were alive ; and affured me had gone 
twice abroad in hopes of difcovering 

you, 
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you, as he could not die in peace until 
he had done you juttice. 

Alas! faidhe, Madam! what a vain 
thought and imagination it is, that we 
are ever fecret or private, when the all- 
piercing eye of God is always upon us, 
aad he is prefent even when we are ab- 
fent to ourfelves? Orhow can we flat- 
ter ourfelves, that we fhall never be 
found out, when we are already feen? 
Or why do we flee the company of a 
fellow-mortal, when that great Being 
ftays with us, whofe company we ‘fhall 
never be able to thake off ? 

The General coming out of the other 
room, Briffack became inftantly as pale 
as death. I never faw a fright fo natur- 
ally expreffed. My uncle appeared no 
Jefs moved ; and had I not procured im- 
mediate affiftance to Briffack, I believe 
the old man would have fainted. When 

he 
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he recovered, he fell on his knees to 
my uncle, intreating his forgivenefs ! 
He then acknowledged his bafenefs, 
and that he had been bribed by Mr. le 
Tellier to deceive him ! 

Your daughter, fays he, Sir, was not 
dead when I acquainted you fhe was, 
nor had the relations of the Mar- 
chionefs opened a profecution againft 
you; and Ihave alfo reafon to believe 
your Lady furvived the incident your 
tage produced ; but this I only fufpect, 
having no certain grounds to go upon. 

You may believe my uncle very readi- 
ly pardoned him, upon condition he 
fhould immediately accompany him and 
you to Avignon to affert your right. 

Briffack is fo very old and infirm, that 
that there is no time to be loft in this 
matter, 

T find 
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T find his expectations have not been 
anfwered from the Marquis: nothing 
could furely be fo impolitical ; even un- 
der common circumftances we fhould 
rather give nothing than lefs than is ex- 
pelted, becaufe we lofe the gift and gain 
10 favour. 

I fhould have requefted returning to 
the country at this time, as Lady Ha- 
milton cannot yet come to Danvers 
Place, and as you are going away; but 
in my prefent fituation, it would look 
like affeClation! Why fhould I occafion 
the Marquis one inflant’s uneafinels? 
1 have promifed to give him my hand 
next week ; after that, I hope I shall be 
able to prevail on him to accompany 
me tofee my dear parents, There is no 
room for deliberation; I cannot refufe 
what he has already obtained, not can 

enhance 
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enhance the merit of my affection by the 
difficulty of obtaining it. 

Took upon it as no fmail happinefs 
to have pleafed a man, who having 
none but sounp pafions, can relifh no 
other but true pleafures. 

T cannot help being furprifed at a fen- 
tient of yours concerning the Count 
and Countefs de Ris, that refentments, 
reconcilements, &c. increafes love. It 
has indeed been often faid, the quarrels 
of lovers are the renewal of love; but 
in my opinion, although a broken limb 
may unite again, and with an increafe 
of ftrength, yet no one in his right 
fenfes, would break a leg in hopes of its 
growing ftronger from the frature, It 
is only capricious people who unhallow 
the name of love, who want the poig- 
nancy of little difputes and paffions to 
relieve the cloying fatiety of irregular 

gratifi- 
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gtatifications, without truft, friendthip, 
reliance, efteem, and the eternal pleaf- 
ing exchange of good offices, which 
conftitute the ambition and felicity of 
unions founded on fenfe, virtue, and 
tafte. “ An union of hearts (fays Mrs. 
Griffith) can only be the effect of their 
being formed by heaven for one an- 
other, and fuch an union is diffovable 
only by death ; and confequently jea- 
loufies, fears, diftrufts, and other weak~ 
neffes of that nature are unworthy of a 
true paffion ; and if at any time we give 
admiffion to any of thofe petty difturb- 
ances, they fhould be fo managed as on- 
ly to give a higher relith to the natural 
felicity happy couples enjoy.” 

My uncle has acknowledged he ex- 
perienced very extraordinary fenfations 
for you at firt fight. I always loved 
you, my dear Annette: the confent of 

my 
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opinions in our minds is certainly a 
nearer tie than can be contracted by the 
relation we ftand in to each other; but 
Thave very great pleafure in fubfcrib. 
ing myfelf, 

your affectionate coufin, 


Juttawa Danvers. 


LETTER XxX 


From the Countefs of Daxvers, to the 
Duchefs of Surry. 


DEAR MADAM, 
Y brother arrived here laft night; 
his amiable daughter impatiently 
expected him: nothing could be more 
affecting than their meeting. The Ge- 
neral acknowledged he had been alarm. 
ed 
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ed at his fenfations for her, and ale 
though he thought his heart had been 
entirely fhut up againft every tender 
fentiment, yet he was on his guard: ag 
the flames of love can fometimes find 
means to warm, in fpite of nature, the 
very coldeft, the moft benumbed breaft, 
And it is very diffeult to know when 
that time arrives which Seneca congra- 
tulates his friends upon; when the violent 
and difturbing paffions are quenched, at 
their having only then the foft, the equal, 
the agreeable, when they may therefore 
enjoy the nobleft pleafures of facred 
amity. The day after he acquainted us 
with the circumftances of his misfor- 
tunes, 

In the year fifty-fix, faid he, I was 
taken prifonerby the French, and fent 
to St. Cas, where I was put upon my 
parole ; at that place I contracted an in- 

timacy 
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intimacy with the Marquis de Louvoi, 
and had the fingular good fortune of 
ferving him -very ¢ffentially; which he 
ever after acknowledged, and more 
‘than amply repaid, 

There are few fincere friends now to 
“be met with: a Pylades and Oreltes, a 
Thefeus and Perithous, 2 Scipio and 
Lelius, are nowno more. True friend- 
‘thip mutt be accompanied with its two 
-effential qualities, probity and conftancy. 

Thefe charatters are the very oul of 
friendihip; wanting them, it is all delu- 
fion; from whence, without any breach 
-of charity, we may infer, that friend- 
thip now-a-days is mere pretence. 

The Marquis had been much en- 
amoured with a young lady, who return- 
ed his paffion, The Count de Thou- 
Aoufe had been his rival and enemy 5 
and all at once pretended to refign his 
* Vou IL I preten- 
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pretenfions to the lacy, and to became 
the Marquis’s friend. We commonly 
deviate from the rules of gaod condut 
when we would be over-cunning 5 arti- 
fice, craft, and diffimulation, wfurp the 
place of capacity and good fenfe, and 
the more confiderable faults we commit, 
the more we depart from the common 
road, that is, we become the fools of our 
own fare. Law this affair in its true 
light, but the good heart of the Mar- 
quis rendered him credulous, and in- 
volved him ia confequences honour 
obliges me to conceal, and which colt 
him his life, fiom the excefs of his fen- 
fibility. Human prudence is feldom 
proof againit the treackeries of friends, 
becaufe we do not miftruft them; but a 
man is blameab'e who fuffers himfelf to 
be impofed upon by his enemies, becaufe 
he ought always to be in fufpicion of 
them. 
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them. The more eager they are to be 
reconciled, and the more fpecious sre 
their pretences, the more we ought to 
ftand npon our guard, An able general 
ts never more vigilant to obferve the mo- 
tions of the enemy, and to avoid fur. 
prize, than when peace is in agitation, 
The Marquis fell intoa deep decline; 
his fifter conftantly attended him, and, 
though I was pretty far advanced in lifer 
‘being then in my forty-fixth year, I ex. 
perienced, for the only time in my 
life, a paffion, which, in the end, 
ecame fo fatal to its object. The 
phyficians acquainted the Marquis he 
‘was in danger; our tears expreffed our 
fenfibility! He inquired what they 
meant? fince fuch information as he had 
received could give 2 man no difturb- 
ance, who had nothing to ope from this 
world, and aothing to fear from the next, 

To Wher 
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_ When I was gratifying a peevith hu- 
mour, by infinuations to the prejudice 
of mankind, I once particularly ob+ 
ferved to him, that the ftudy of huma- 
nity was no more than learning to de- 
tect mankind in the att of giving them- 
felves the lie; and that furely shen he 
mutt be convinced of what he had never 
before acknowledged as truth, that depra- 
vity had overfpread the human fpe- 
cies! Indelible be my remembrance of 
his reply, who with a fweetnefs rather 
to be conceived than expreffed, thus 
delivered himéelf : * Your virtue, Spen- 
cer, would fit upon you with a much 
better grace, if you were more favour- 
able in your allowances to the frailty of 
human nature, fince from frailty alone 
refults many an action, that over-deli- 
cate virtue imputes to a principle of in- 
veteracy, The moft cordial pleafure of 
my 
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my declining fife, (next to the joys of 
confcions- integrity,) is to contemplate 
the general concurrence of mankind for 
advancing one another, and the public 
welfare: the injuries 1 have fuftained 
do but prove, that one man has pro- 
phaned the facred name of friendfhip, 
which is no more an argument againft 
the fpecies in general, than the promif- 
cuous diftribution of evil to the juft, 
with men of contrary character, proves 
the Governor of the world to be a ma- 
Jevolent being. Objects appear to us 
difcoloured by the medium through 
which we view them; but it is the pro- 
perty of judgment to rectify the miftaken 
evidence of prepoffeffion; and the very 
genius of that religion we profels, 
obliges us to impute every doubtful ac- 
tion of other men, to the mott favour- 
able principle it will admit of. It is 

13 difinge- 
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difmgenuows, dear Spencer, added lity 
w affirm nature delights ia monftrong 
produétions, becaufe prodigious births- 
have fornctimes happened.” 

Fquitr, reafon, and common-fenfe 
forbids us to take our eftimate of the 
fpecies from the moft corrupt, or leat 
fignificant of them who compofe any 
people; even felf-love thould teach us- 
to judge as favourably as poffible of 
mankind. 

Mademoifelle le Tellier had many ad- 
mirers, both on. account of her extreme 
beauty, and near profpect of pofleffing 
alarge fortune and title from her bro- 
ther’s evident decline. I adored her at 
a diftance : there can be no love without 
hope ; and I viewed her as entirely a fu 
petior being to which I could nor afpire. , 

She had the charmingeft eyes in the 
ward, but they were never fo capti- 

: yatiag 
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vating as when they hed 2 languithing 
ait; and I never faw eyes which fuch 
an ait gave fo many graces te. We 
were one day fitting by her btother's 
bed, when I received a letter ftom the 
late Dake of C.  acquainting mé 
he had ptocuted my being returned 
home in exchange of prifoners, Made» 
tmoifelle te Tellier looked at me (which 
her brother faw in the glafs) and thewed 
at that time all that the Morbidexze of 
the Italians has of moft tender, moft 
paffionate, and mot moving. She then 
firoggled to conceal her emotions, and 
fuddenly retired. 

The Marquis immediately acquainted 
me with what he had perctived, ex- 
preffed his furprize at his fifter’s fenfi- 
bility in my favour, as the had ever 
been before infenfible, and begged to 
know if I had ever addreffed her as a 

14 lover, 
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Joyes. I freely acquainted-bim with:mny- 
Sentiments, but added 1 had: been de. 
tered from addrefing her, on account 
of oar difparity of circumitances-and of: 
age, not judging it at all likely. fhould: 
find my affection. returned by a young 
lady of eighteen years of age. The 
Marquis affared me that nothing would 
render him fo happy a to leave his-fif- 
ter under my protection; he propofed it 
to her that very evening, and fhe ac- 
knowledged her partiality forme, I was 
foon informed of my happinefs, which 
could only have been leffened on account 
of the neceffity of my immediate depar- 
tyre, andthe fear of fo foon lofing the ami- 
able Marquis. 1 acquainted this lovely 
woman, that dear as the wasto me, yet 
nothing could extinguifh the martial ar- 
dour that fired my breaft, or prevent 
me from purfuing thofe views in life 
‘ which 
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ich Ehad entered into previous to my 
‘equaintanoe with her, and whicl “it 
‘ono I could not retinguift, 

Every paffion, more or left, Infiuences 
the ations of men; bur ss the ruling 
yaffion is their leading principle of ac 
‘don, it lamps a charatter on their 
whole conduct, When once it gets pof- 
feffion of the heart, it governs with an 
abfolute fway, continually itnpelling it 
to the purfuit of its objet, indepen- 
dent of all the fubordinate pafions 
which oppofe its carrcer: mine was amt- 
bition, & 

The Marquis acquainted his fifter of 
my intention of not refigning my comi- 
miffion in time of war, and fle readily 
acquiefeed to what fhe deemed my 
houour to fulfil. 

We were married in the Marquis’s 
“prefence, Brifflack and her maid being 

the 
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the only perfons prefent. I flayed three 
days with my bride, and we agreed to 
Keep our marriage private until the end 
ofthe war, The night before my in- 
tended departure the Marquis died. 1 left 
St. Cas, with the Marchionefs, whom f 
carticd to 2 fine houfe the had at Avig- 
non, and there was obliged to leave her 
abforbed in the greateft melancholy, for 
the death of her brother, whom we 
greatly lamented with an unfeigned for- 
tow ; nor could either the Marchionefs 
or find any alleviation to our grief, by 
reflecting upon the great eftate we ob- 
tained by his death.——Friendthip has 
a natural tendency to root out of the 
foul every degree of felfifhnefs and 
avarice : it opens the heart, and renders 
us difinterefted ; it fills the mind with 
generous fentiments, and plants there 2 
delicacy, which, in proportion to the 
degree 
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degree of our affection renders ws inca- 
pable of reaping fatisfaction from a cir 
eumiftance that is in its own nature fo 
painful to thofe tender feelings of the 
foul; friendthip: and avarice can never 
fubfift together in the fame breaft; the 
one dilates and expands the mind, the 
other contratts. and renders it bafe and 
fordid. My amiable wife had almoft as 
as unparalleled frength of mind, as an 
uncommon reach of underftanding —~ 
Her paffions confequently were of the 
warmeft and ftrongeft nature ; and yet 
fhe voluntarily would forego my pre~ 
fence, though the object of her affec~ 
tions, becaufe my honour required its. 
and debarred herfelf from the fight of 
me for years, without fuch a long ab- 
feoce having in the leaft degree dimi- 
nithed her love for me. Her paffion ex- 
ifted wholly inthe rational foul; and 

therfore 
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therefore was as fuperior to that lover 
which fubfifts in what is called jeyitive,. 
as the facuity of reafon is to the mere 
principle of fenfation. I had'the plea- 
fure of hearing the Marchionefs had pre- 
fented me with 2 daughter. It was five 
years before I could get abroad to fee 
this beloved wife and child; when I did, 
my tranfports were unbounded; but 
my happinefs was not Jong to continue + 
I was recalled, and placed in an employ- 
ment, which I flattered myfelf would 
foon terminate, but which was prolong- 
ed contrary to my expectations for al- 
tmoft five years. 1 need not mention 
that we had regularly kept up a corref- 
pandence; and -that it was agreed our 
marriage fhonld be declared at our next 
meeting. 1 fet out fraught with the 
moft delightful dreams of future felicity; 
s~bat our whole life is full of vanity 

and 
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tand miftake, and our walk on earth is 
an enchanted cattle of thadows: every 
man’s fortune is but a repetition of Ix- 
ion’s; we court clouds inftead of fub- 
flances, and our moft charming fruitions 
confift in emptinefs! J find my daughe 
ter has acquainted you with the unfors 
tunate cataftrophe that enfued, in con- 
Sequence of the miftake I laboured un 
der: mad fool that 1 was! I thould 
have difcredited every appearance of 
evil! If there exifted a tribunal for the 
dead, as we are affured there did among 
the ancient Egyptians, I fhould have de- 
clared her innocent even before it was 
announced to me. 

After that fatal event I retired toa 
place in the neighbourhood, where 1 ro- 
mained in a ftate of defpair, waiting 
Briffack’s letter, which he had promifed 
to write tome, In that he acquainted 

me 
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me that my wife was dead; and, in order 
to render me ftill more wretched, 2c 
quainted me that the fuppofed Count 
was a young lady who had taken that 
<difguife to fecret herfelf from her friends: 
that my daughter (whom in the agita- 
tion of fpirits I had been, it had efcaped 
me to inquire after) had died of the 
meafles a week before ; and that all the 
family of Louvoi were up in arms 
againft me; he finithed his letter by 
conjuring me, as I ¢alned my fafety, to 
retire to England, In the height of 
my defpair I was going to deliver myfelf 
over to the officer of Police, but it hucki- 
ly occurred to me, an engagement I had 
undertaken to execute fore dead friend, 
and chis confideration alone prevented me 
from taking thatrath ftep: I havedragged 
on a miferable exiftence ever fince. Does 
the foul overflow with joy? we find 
charms 
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Ghatms unkpown before, in every abject 
near us; they change their nature in our 
eyes, and become mofe pleating, more 
beautiful than before: on the contrary, 
if the foul is affected with fadnefs, na- 
ture is covered with a gloomy veil; its 
deformities are enhanced, and all its 
beauties fade, 

You may believe we did not permit 
the General to dwell tong on the parti- 
culars of his ftory; he thewed us the 
picture of his deceafed wife, which Ma- 
demoifelle le Tellier very much re- 
fembles, 

We are all vaitly happy at the ap. 
proaching union that is to take place in 
our families; my Juliana’s good fortune 
I think equal to ber merit: now when the 
is ina manner difpofed of, I may be in- 
dulged in faying, I know not a heart,— 
adifpofition, equal to her own. 

: The 
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The Marquis’s intention of bringing 
her here immediately after the ceremony 
is performed, wifi make us very happy, 
and fave her gentle {pirits, which would 
be harraffed by the endle& forms com- 
amon on thofe occafions. 

My Lord joins me in beft comple 
sments to the Duke; 


and I ever am, 


‘your grace’s obliged friend, 
and humble fervant, 


"Wirnetmina Danvert 


ET 
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From the Countefs of Danvers to 
Lady Susan Danvers, 


DEAR SUSAN, 
"THE various and interefting events 
that have occurred in our family in 
the courfe of two weeks, has prevented 
me from anfwering your letter. 

» Your prediétion, concerning Juliana, 
has been happily realized : may you, my 
amiable girl, be equally fortunate, if 
you meet with a man you approve of; 
but never forget your mother's arms 

- will be an afylum, in which you will 
ever find peace and happinefi, I am 
glad you endeavour to moderate Fanny’s 
extravagance a little: that turn for ridi- 
cule the has, is a very dangerous talent : 

Vou. If. K fhe 
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the rather difpleafed me the day before 
fhe left home, by her mifplaced raillery 
to Mrs. Jones. There are many fcenes 
that demand a grave deportment, there 
are not few that call for a mournful 
one, 

She that cannot diftinguith between 
Jaughter and happinefs, never knew 
what the latter means, She that cannot 
weep with them that weep, as well as 
rejoice with them that rejoice, is a 
Stranger to one of the fweetett fources of 
enjoyment. I was much plealed with 
Sir John Bolton’s telling Fanny his 
mind o plain: the has undoubtedly 
wit, but the carries her playfulnefs. too 
far, particularly before ftrangers, 

It is very difficult to afcertain what is 
true humour in a woman; if any thing 
appears comical or ridiculous in them, I 
think it is little more than an acquired 

folly, 
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folly, or an affectation, No woman, 
in my opinion, can be amiable without 
fenfibility: at an age when this fweet 
Sentiment is extinguifhed, fuch as in 
Mrs, O——, ovr acquaintance, (the 
old maid,) I would give a woman leave 
to be fo far a buffoon (like the men) as 
to be droll and comical, 

From what I underftand of Sir John 
Bolton’s charatter, he appears to me to 
bea very worthy man. It is, however, 
a mifery in life, to be acquainted and 
converfe with rough-hewn people, who 
have ever fome occafion for quarreling 
with you upon the leaft trifle. But as 
he is arefpeétable man, and an intimate 
friend of the Marquis’s, you mutt ob- 
ferve meafures, and ufe artifices to break 
off fo troublefome a cotrefpondence; 
but this without wounding the rules 
of politenefs, or affording occafions for 

Kz com- 
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complaint. We deviate very much from 
our dignity if at any time we permit our 
felves to be teazed upon fubjects by in 
different people, who love to bufy them- 
felves about our affairs. Be never offi- 
cious, my dear girl, yourfelf, in the af- 
fairs of others. But if your advice is 
afked, modeftly propofe your argu- 
ments on which your opinion is found- 
ed, and do not difcover 2 prefumption 
and fufficient air, that denotes your fe- 
cret complacencyin your merit. Confider 
that your advice is afked for she fuccefi of 
an affair, and not for the fake of fhewiag 
the brighteefs of your parts, Solon ftands 
for this reafon high ia my opinion as 
a patriot. He found the people of 
Athens fo very corrupt, that he could 
not by any means bring them to fubmit 
to the conftitutions he had formed for 
their reformation, though he had acted 

fo 
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fo prudently in the framing of them, 
that he intimated, they were not the bef 
laws he could give, but the bet the Athe- 
nians could receive; but when Pififtratus 
had ufurped the government, in fpigbt 
of all the oppofition which Solon could 
make againft him, this true lover of his 
country became reconciled, and at latt 
plainly perceived, that Pififtratus was 
in the right, and therefore affifted him 
to do that good to his countrymen by an 
oligarchical, which he himfelf, in fuch 
corrupt times, had in vain endeavoured 
to bring about by a democratical govern- 
ment. Sir Henry Lotone’s character 
pleafes me greatly. 1 pity him much: 
the tender and more delicate foul feels 
more fenfibly the wants of the heart, 

than others the fevereft neceffities, 
Sir Hugh Benfon you very juftly def 
pife:—I faw him at Vienna—Wine, 
K3 women, 
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women, and horfes, were the principal 
topics of his difcourfe, judging every 
thing elfe, which men of narrower capa- 
cities call learning, to be but vain, 
empty, fuperficial, and unworthy of 
his attention, 

He atted entirely as if nature owed 
him a fpite, and had not only given him 
adafh of the fool, but had alfo con- 
demned him to be the inftrument of 
making himfelf ridiculous. I hope you 
do not play at cards; in a married wo- 
man it is fometimes indifpenfible, but 
what you may eafily avoid, The only 
advantage that arifes from cards, is, 
they make people eafy, by allowing 
them to be dull, and fuperfeding the ne- 
ceffity of their being entertaining ; and 
alfo relieves them from difagreeable con 
verfation, where they are obliged fome- 
times to liften to applaufes beftowed on 

follies, 


LETTER XXL ays 


follies. Narrow fouls admire every 
thing—a well-bred woman on thefe oc- 
cafions fays nothing. It would be a cri- 
minal complaifance to applaud offenfive 
fooleries, as it would be a faulty deli- 
cacy to bear with nothing but what is ex- 
quite, and to exprefs contempt for 
every thing that is flat and trivial, 
Whatever fuperiority you may have, 
you mutt be pleafed with others if you 
would have others pleafed with you ; 
but praife is a debt duc to merit only, 
and thofe who give it where it is not de- 
ferved, are as unjuft, as thofe, who 
from an oftentatious generofity, or pri- 
vate views, give away to others what is 
due to their lawful creditors. Virtue 
dares difcriminate and {peak out; and 
you may depend upon it, my dear girl, 
that thole who snfverfally commend, de- 
{pair of praife themfelves upon any other 

K4 terms, 
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terms, as thofe who indifcriminately blame 
defpair of it upon any terms af all.. 
approve much of your declining an 
intimacy with Mrs. Dafhwood; the ia 
like the veffels of the Danaides, that 
emptied as faft as they are filled: no- 
thing the fays is her own, nor the refult 
of a proper eftimate her judgment has 
formed, Avoid, as you tender your re- 
pofe, thofe people that are fo circum. 
Spe& and fcrupulous in your attentions, 
being jealous of your omiffion of the 
fmalleft punGtilio. The fame principle 
that perfuades them every thing is their 
due, poffeffes them, that they owe fo 
thing to others, and confequently they 
difcard the moft effential duties, 

Lady Rice complains thet no-body 
vifited hes the day the had she tooth-ach ; 
and the never fo much as fent to inquire 
for Mrs. Byfield, her intimate friend, 

who 
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who was dangeroufly ill of a fever, A 
man who underftands life, is regular in 
the performance of every focial virtue : 
though he punctually pays that attention 
which is due to others, he is quite eafy 
as to what he has a right to claim of 
them ; he readily excufes the negligence 
and little inadvertencies of his friends, 
and forbears teazing them with re- 
proaches or complaints, which are ra- 
ther calculated to alienate their affec- 
tions than retain them, Thofe who 
know leaft of life generally require the 
ftriGteft attention of their friends, with- 
out making any fuitable return. This 
proceeds from their not having made 
any reflections abftracted from felf, or 
the duties that are required of them, in 
order properly to difcharge them, and 
maintain the laws of union and fociety, 
fo effential to human happinefs, 

Write 
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Write to me, my amiable girl; to 
your prudence I commit Fanny, I beg 
my complements to my fifter, 


and am ever, 
your affectionate mother, 


Wituermina Danvers, 


LETTER XX 


From Lady Scsan Danvers, to the 
Countefs of Danvers. 


DEAR MAMA, 
HE General and our dear Annette, 
left London this morning, accom- 
panied by Brifflack: I pray heavens 
things may fucceed according to our ex- 
pectations, I fuppofe the Marquis and 
Juliana 
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Juliana will pafsa few weeks with you; 
I knew you would be greatly charmed 
with him. 

Fanny has already got feveral ad- 
mirers; fhe is really very amiable: 
there are fecret graces, and certain deli- 
cate agreemeas in her perfon which is 
very much admired; while the delicacy 
of her wit, and the flexibility of her in- 
finuating temper, gives her what form 
fhe pleafes, Sir Hugh Benfon is ac- 
tually in love with her, at which the is 
vaftly pleafed, not that the may love, 
but Jaugh at him. He thinks ke plays 
admirably well on the flute, and atked 
her opinion of it. I dare anfwer, faid 
fhe, had you played before the town of 
Jericho, the walls would have paid the 
fame compliment to your harmony as 
they did to that of the Levites; then 
turning round tous, added, for nothing 

could 
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could have patience to land lil! and liften 
to your performance. Her other ad- 
mirer is Mr. Otway, whom Lady Char- 
lotte Surry has abfolutely refufed: I am 
much afraid the is going to make a lefs 
eligible match, at leatt in point of fortune. 
1 acquainted Fanny, I imagined Mr. 
Otway addreffed her only to pique Lady 
Charlotte Surry’s pride; the faid that 
idea delighted her, for if he only makes 
the aimable to me to fupport his politics 
with another, by the taw of reprifals no 
delicacy can oblige me to be fincere 
with him ; fo I thall divert myfelf at his 
expence, while he may perhaps catch a 
Tartar. 

Mr. Otway, the other day, was faying 
fomething which was very interefling to 
him: the anfwered coolly, it is an in- 
variable axiom with me, words are in- 
titled to no other credit than what their 

atcom- 
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accompaniments can procure them. Verbal 
expreffions do little more than propofe 
the fubjeét, Jt is the countenance, (faid 
fhe, theatrically,) the tone of voice, 
the accent, the gefture, which interpret 
their genuine fignification. When the 
foul is agitated, the face becomes a liv- 
ing table, wherein every paffion is de- 
lineated in the differenc features with 
equal exattnefs and expreffion : be con- 
vinced, my good Sir, you have not yet learn 
edyour leon, Your countenance is as va- 
cant, and there is no more expreffion in 
it, than if you were {peaking to your 
gtand-mother. Sir Hugh Benfon ‘ac- 
quainted Her, that Mr. Otway was a 
great philofopher; the faid the had not 
fafpected it; as the height of a moun- 
tain may be determined with tolerable 
precifion from the plants it produces ; 
but if it were neceflary to rank him 

among 
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among that number, fhe fhould rather 
think him @ satwral than any other. 
Upon Sir John Bolton’s name being an- 
nounced, fhe faid fhe would be filent; 
for whatever decifions he propounds, you 
mutt abfolutely fubmit, or quarrel with 
him. She, however, did not long keep 
her refolution. Sir John acquainted us, 
he was going to the country, being 
tired of the diffipation of the town, 
which produces, faid he, a languor of 
underftanding, a feeblenefs of affection, 
and a flatnefs of {pirit, totally inconfift- 
ent with my plans of happinefs, Fanny 
anfwered, J fhould fuppole, Sir, you 
will find your condition very little mend~ 
ed by transferring your attention from 
others to yourfelf. You will probably re- 
turn to new objects, and be glad to 
keep your captioufnefs employed. on 
any charafler rather than your -ows. 
; He 
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He fmiled, and replied, There is no 
fear, Madam, that the perfon who 
fpeaks truth, fhould efcape without be- 
ing contradicted, when your Ladythip is 
in company; I will however take the 
liberty of faying, that there is in every 
one of us fome lurking feed of folly, 
which being cherifhed and excited, 
may multiply almoft to infinity : and it 
is very difficult to avoid falling into 
thofe follies we defpife in others in a 
great city, where the courfe of things is 
as mechanical as if it were clock-work, 
and where one cannot well be a free agent. 
If you do not doas others, you are no-body, 
or what is worfe ix every body's way: but 
univerfal practice cannot alter the na- 
ture of things, por univerfal error 
change the nature of truth. Thole who 
are called good company, are oftea 
fuch whofe vices are more refined; and 

perhaps 
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pethaps it is as with poifons, of which 
the moft fubtle are the moft dangerous, 
The ftiendthip, indeed, which is to 
be prattifed or expected by common 
mortals, mutt take its rife from mutoat 
pleafure, atid muft end when the power 
ceafes to pleafe one another : for if you 
expe&t to be interefting to fociety, you 
Mult make yourfelf convenient; this is 
the rule, you mutt play, or lend money, 
contribute to the pleafures, engage in 
the interefts of men, and let them fee 
you are of fome ufe to them. In the 
good offices they do you, they would 
fee your fecurities; that is, whether you 
are capable of repaying them in the 
fime coin; but true pleafure is always 
‘good, and true pain an evil; thefe men 
therefore, faid he, are often deceived 
by taking falfe pleafures for true, and 
true grief for falfe; from whence it 
° often 
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often happens, they often from falfe 
pleatures fall into real afflictions. 

Fanny yawned, and told Sir John, the 
believed what fhe had faid might have 
been thought very clever halt a century 
before, but, for her part, fhe did not 
underftand it: fhe liked the town very 
well, and that let the compofers of idyl- 
liums and cclogues indulge their imagi- 
nations in their defcriptions of rural 
life, yet would fhe not altcr her opinion ; 
and fhe remembered to have heard it re- 
marked, that when what do ye call him 
who lived in a tub, crowned himfulf 
with his own hands at the Ifhmean 
games, and proclaimed himfelf fuperior 
to pleafure and every human vanity, 
he was the flave of pride. They that ap- 
pear, faid the, fo compofed and fedate, 
are fometimes as much agitated in their 

® Diogenes. 

Vou, IL. L foul 
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ful a3 the moft tumultuous perfons; 
but for all this we are obliged to them 





for this teeming tranquility, of w! 
they have at the pain, end oihcs all 
the profi, Predence, fail fhe, hath iis 
bounds and excc fies. 

Purpetual circunfpcétion 's a trouble- 





fome virtue 5 and it were better to bea 
Tite foolith, than take fo much pains 
to be xift. In every country, and upon 
alloccafions, it is more proficable to be 
aml better to cia 
ve ume, than to lye 





hots than i 









and Rave the Saye ef phyiag wel. Sir 
Hugh Benfon confulted her what drefs 
cld wear at the maiquerade? She 
inquitd suether it was a diguife ora 





yedruis he intended to have; upon 
gherad gis, fhe advifed bim, 
by oil mcens, to goin the habit of a 
Dector, or fome fage perjoa. 





As 
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As this decifion occaftoned a laugh, 
Sir Hugh muttered, Some women are 
like fhaJows, the more you follow them, 
the fatter they fly from you! Mr, Ot- 
way faid, it was fome fatis‘attion to 
find his rival of his opinion ; that for his 
part he could not help obferving Lady 
Fanny’s windings and turnings were as 
intricate 23 thofe of a ferpent’s; and if 
Dedalus were now alive, (though once 
the glory of Jabyrinth-makers,) he 
would be at a lofs to trace her out in her 
meanders, Fanny replied, that he had 
compared her to a ferpent; and that the 
could only affure him, that the would 
never to him fimilate the gentlenefs of 
the dove! That no wonder thofe who 
know ridicule belongs to them, find an 
inward confolation in removing it from 
themfelves as far as they can; and it is 
Le never 
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never fo far, as when they can get it fix- 
ed on thofe who do not deferye it; but 
as he had done her the honour of dif- 
tinguifhing her, the would give hima 
piece of advice: thofe witticifms, faid 
fhe, Sir, which you think fo delicate 
and poignant, are noafifcal foolcries, that 
difpleafe men of feafe. You chufe to be 
wittily perplexed, and politely unin- 
telligible ; but we live not in the age of 
buffoonry :—quibbling puns, and words 
of a double meaning, are banithed from 
polite converfation. A bon mot ought to 
confift inthejuftnefs, force, and novelty 
of the thought, a happy application 
of it, couched under a figure, and not 
in a play upon words, which is feldom 
ufed now without an apology to the com- 
pany. Wit, like manners, is local and 
relative; one thing in one age, and an- 
; othes 
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other in another, Learn to know your- 
felf better, my good friend ; it requires 
more genius than you are mafter 
of, to make judicious people laugh. 
A man of Juft fenfe and penetra- 
tion, knows at ficit fight, what is 
good and ought to pleafe, and remains 
unthaken in his opinion, without fuffer- 
ing himfelf to be mifled by falfe appear- 
ances, which only dazzle fools! and 
fuch only is the man I hall ever refpect 
enough to love; therefore, my good 
friends, courtefying firft to Sir Hugh, 
and then to Mr. Otway, you Aave no 
chance with me; 1 here fign your mitti- 
mus, and with you a better fate. Lord 
Shaftefbury fays, it was formerly the 
wifdom of wife governments to let men, 
be fools as much as they pleafe: but 
cannot fubferibe to this opinion, and 

L3 wilt 
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will never refign my liberty to any other 
man, but whofe wifdom others fhall ap- 
prove. 

We fee in the animal world thofe 
brutes, which by nature are moft fearful 
and timorous, are hardeft to be tamed ; 
whereas the brave and generous among 
them, placing a confidence in their in- 
nate boldne(s and courage, do not shun 
the kindnefs and focicty of man, 

T read a very curious book lately, that 
amufed me very much, L* Albeye’s Ff 
fays on Agriculture, He fays, thereis, 
perhaps, no animal which has not fome 
phyfical fuperiority over man ; and that 
wehave, as it were, their will at our dif- 
pofal, as we direct their faculties, But 
of all the known animals, there is none 
from which we could derive greater fer- 
wice than from monkies; it would be only 

taking 
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taking them when young, and giving 
them the neceflary training, and they 
wold do the part of little flaves. 

Thofe young Ladies who prefer mac- 
catoni hufbands, are much obliged to 
the mothers of the prefent generation, 
from whom | fuppofe Mr. L’ Alters 
took that ingenious hint. 

Sir John Bolton feems much charmed 
with her. We fee very little of Sir Hen- 
ty Lotone : fweetly melancholy he feeks 
filence and folitude, where, without in- 
terruption, and free from importunate 
cares, he indulges himfelf in his mifery, 
and devotes the prime of his youth to 
lament a woman who proved herfelf 
unworthy of the paffion he has mani- 
fefted for her. I have time to add 
ho more, my dear mother, than that 

L4 lan 
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I am moft affectionately, and dutie 
fully, 


yours, 


Susan Daxvias. 
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From Sir Joun Boron, to the Mar- 
quis of Eysom. 


. MY DEAR LorD, 

J REJOICE greatly in your happinefs, 
may it long continue: your choice 
does you honour: there are few fuch 
women as the Marchionefs, Could I 
find fuch another, I fhould be as much 

attached to her as ever man was, 
Tendernefs 
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Tendenefs for a wife is looked 
on as a weaknefs by politicians, but will 
ever be applauded by moralifts, vecaufe it 
proves a goodnefs of heart, which by its 
being fuperior to politics, mutt likewile 
be fuperior to intereft. 

One fex alone denotes imperfection : 
the ancient divines afcribed both to 
God.—Orpheus affirmed Jupiter to be 
both male and female. And we tcad in 
the holy Scripture, that God formed 
man, male and female, after his own 
likenefs——The poets alfo, {peaking 
of the gods, often confound the 
fexes, 

Women are one of the fecret {prings 
which regulate the univerfe, What 
Cato faid of his countrymen, is in one 
refpet true of every country under the 
fun, 


The 
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“ The Romans, faid he, govern the 
world, but it is the women who govern 
tke Romans,” 

But the extravagant, indifcreet, giddy 
carriage fome women have, deftroys the 
impreffion their beauty bad made; their 
moral and intclle€tual imperfettions pre- 
vent their exteinal charms from having 
their cffedt. 

The cyes are tired with gazing on 
fine colours; and pleafures which the 
mind cannot partake of, grow languid 
and infipid. The defect of underftand. 
ing therefore is commonly the caufe that 
many handfome women arenotloved ; their 
beauty is attractive, and their manner is 
forbidding : it is a counter-charm to 
difpel the fafcination of their charms. 
What an unhappy man is our acquaint- 
ance Mr. Kelly, whom his wife 
‘ renders 
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renders ridiculous: it is certain that 
he cannot now prevent it, as he 
has fettled his fortune on her; but 
what is not an effect of his prefent 
weaknefs, muft be attributed to his 
former imprudence, Nothing can ex- 
cufe a man for not forefeeing nor pre- 
venting his falling into circumstances, 
the confequence of which mutt always 
be the committing new errors, 

Thave obferved that no-body comes 
to this ftate, which of all others is the 
moft wretched, but by their own fault, 
and that fortune has nothing to do with 
it. I never will be otherwife than def- 
potic in my own family, and will never 
flatter a woman before marriage. For, 
ina thort time, (according to the com- 
mon practice.) a woman muft expect to 
be tumbled down from amongit the 
flars into the cellar; and from a celefial 

lyminary, 
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Puninacy, ail over b 122 tnoff and excellencey 
adnivel, edored, to become a flave, or at 
beft an rpecr fivwat. Can any thing be 
more ung:nerous than the art which is 
practifid in an amour, to impofe on cre~ 
dylity. Tris laid down as a rule, to pay 
courtto the fiFlove of women. Were 
thes buthctter informed as to the real mo- 
tives from whence proceeds that incenfe of 
praife we offer to them with fuch a pro- 
fufe devotion, perhaps they would def- 
pife it, and by deferved flights entirely 
abolith this ungodly worfhip: but the 
evil is now beyond remedy ; for women 
tbemelues have ranked this pleafing art 
of feducing them among the qualifica- 
tions of a well-bred man, 

From the above, your Lordfhip may 
difcover the prefent tum of my 
thoughts: the truth is, 1 find myfelf 
very much in love with your giddy fifter- 

in- 
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in-law, Lady Fanny. I have not, how - 
ever, declared my fentiments, zor /oz!), 
vntil I fee more of her charecter : my 
affection, in forming 2 conrexion tor 
life, will ever be fubordinate to mr 
reafon. 

Women are difficult to know: mo- 
tives of fame and pride fometimes 
alone fupport their weaknefs, who waver 
about the refolution they fhould take, 
like an undermined iron, betwixt the 
load-ftone of viitue and inclination. 
The two fexcs arc neceflarily united to- 
gether by alliances: the women make 
either the happinefs or the mifery of the 
men, who mutt always fuffer for their 
want of rationality. Married people 
fay, we have partners to bear half our 
cares; but they do not confider, that 
they are at the fame time to bear 
half their wife’s troubles; nay, each ge- 

nerally 
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nerally bears the whole troubles of both. 
It is, however, neceffary and proper 
that at a certain time of fife, a man 
thould form fuch a connettion, and 
tranfinit down his name to pofterity. 
But great is the hazard of the mittake 
a man may make when Jed away by his 
paffions, and irretrievable in its confe- 
quences, So imperfect and fhort-fight- 
ed is man, fo limited the {phere of hu- 
man forefight, that thofe caufes, which 
feem at fir view replete with bleffings, 
often contain a latent poifon, which, 
when matured by time, can deftroy 
thefe expected confequences, and force 
us to condemn on a retrofpect that 
which we firft applauded. So ftrange is 
our blindnefs, that we too are apt to make 
the fatisfaction, or uneafinels, things 
give us, as the only ftandard of their 
good and evil. 

: There 
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There is every thing in Lady Fanny 
that charms mes that je ne /eais quay {fo pre- 
ferable to beauty, and agreeable perfon, 
without appearing according to the pre- 
fent tafle to be juft joined together in the 
middle like a fy. You may laugh, my 
Lord, at my being in love; and, per- 
haps, if Lwasinclined to burlefque inftead 
of admiring it, I could myfelf furpofe 
it wes fomething ridiculous enough: 
but whatever opinion you may entertain 
of my wifdom, (as you call it,) I thal 
never marty a woman, were her in- 
telle€tual accomplifnments every thing I 
approved of, unlefs her perfon was par- 
ticularly agreeable to me. Some people 
marry for converfation: a fhort time will 
probably convince them how very agree- 
able fuch converfations are, At the fame 
time, 1 know well, love, that has no- 
thing but beauty to fupport it, is fhort- 
lived, 
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lived, and apt to have apue fits; but 
Lady Fanny really appears to me to have 
every variety but that of ill in her. 
Ticr conttitutional gaicty which alarms 
\ou, is very agreeable to me, who have 
remarked, it is neither the refult of a fa~ 
tirical or coquetifh temper, never ex- 
erted on ferious topics, nor ever dege- 
nerates into the indelicacy of a hoyden, 
She never teazes Sir Henry Lotone 
as the docs the fools with whom 
the is furrounded : alarmed at this dif. 
tinétion, 1 took the liberty of aiking 
her how fhe fpared him? She an- 
fwered foftly, with a fmile which would 
have graced the face of an angel; when 
there is poignancy in a jeft, we ought 
carefully to confider on whom it is 
made; for neither the diftreffed or mi- 

ferable are proper objects to {port with. 
I was 
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T was there one evening when Mr. 
Otway (whom you know has addreffed 
her) made her a compliment at the ex- 
pence of her fex; the did not, however, 
permit him to efcape with impunity : 
after faying what I have not wit, or re- 
colle€tion to repeat, fhe added, if, in 
general, it fhall be found (what upon 
impartial enquiry will, I believe, be the 
cafe) that women fill up their appointed 
circle of ation with greater regularity 
‘than men, they juftly deferve the pre- 
ference. Poets, however extravagant in 
their fictions, were ever judicious, and 
did unanimoufly agree in afcribing the 
choiceft attributes of perfection to fe. 
male deities, fuch as beauty in a Venus, 
wifdom in a Pallas, chaftity in a Di- 
ana; nor were there one male among 
the Mufes and Graces: peace never 
fhewed herfelf but with a female afpedt ; 

Vou. I M and 
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and Fortune, that rules the life of man 
aswell as woman, was yet always dig- 
nified by the name of the latter: but 
there is no necd, faid the, of ftanding 
un for women, when their accufer is fo 
suconfiderable : but continue in your 
perverfe opinion, Sir, added fhe, which 
arifes more fiom the neglect all women 
frre you, than any errors ia them. Lhefe 
geutlemen, faid the, addrefing herfelé 
to me, who take the liberty of attack. 
ing women in an unbecoming manner, 
tmpts me to think they are uf the 
arytroom kia... Sprang up out of a dung- 
hill, and never had mother, fiftcr, nor 
daughter, 

L admired her fpiric the woman who 
receives a latire on her fex, as a com- 





phimcat to herielf, mutt not only be 
the weakeit, but bids fair to be the 
tivolt defpicable of human beings; and 

every 
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every woman who would preferve her 
honour ought to defpife the man who 
prefumes to entertain her wir: deaurfes 
tending to depreciate women in | cacral, 
T enjoyed her fpecch to Otway; for 
leis become very infolent and hasgaty 
fince his father made fo great a fortune, 
from having been one of thofe leis who 
fattened on the blood of the peopl, It is 
proper fometimes to humble the flrain 
of fuch, when they forget them- 
felves, to Ioien their infolence, and 
make them fhrink and retire to their 
primative nothing, I fat out the reit of 
the compsny, ia order to take my 
leave: I afked her, laughing, if the 
were not forry at my departure ? the faid, 
Tout au cealisire, Moufiewr, for you are 
the tirefomeit man I ever faw: I atked 
in what | had been unfortunate enough 
to offend her Ladyfhip? She anfwered, 
Me Wher 
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Why you would have all creatures fquare 
their inclinations conformable to yours, 
and all things tend to you, as to the 
centre of the world. Lady Sufan faid, 
that fhe was at leaft obliged to me for 
my good advice; the thook her head, 
and anfwered, Does not Shakefpeare 
forme where fay, bef Lononred in the neg- 
La: perhaps, indeed, he would not 
condefcend to abule me, if he wholly 
defpifed me 5 but J fee no reafon why I 
dhowla take his raillery for a mark of his 
chem, 95 a Ruffian fpoufe takes a 
beating fer a proof of her huf 
band’s affietion ; that fhe had ne idea 
of being indebted to thofe who vifited 
her only to tind fault with her, and all 
the time of their flay fpoke not one 
obliging « ord, but took an ill-natured 
plesfure in attacking her conduct, and 
expofing her faults: I differ, however, 
fo 
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fo much from you, Sir, faid the, that J 
have commended you for qualities to 
which you are a ftranger. 

I fhould really, I am afraid, be weak 
enough to be in defpair, had [ really of- 
fended her : ] am afraid I have difgufted 
her by my fincerity : I never, however, 
thall affect to appear different from what 
Tam, becaufe I love my reputation lefs 
than truth, and will never deceive her, 
by leading her to think differe:.tly of me 
from shat 1 ductve. 

I have acre a noble cftte, and a 
charning pice; Lut fume author has 
fair, “ it is net enough to be in a fine 
cocntry, if we have no one we cua fay to, 
wat a fide countey it is! and there are 
not as yct any marks of that fivect fea 
fon which the Italians fo juftly denomi- 
nate sioventy del anno. 

M3 Tcannot 
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I canrat be eafy bere, kOfume ot 
her admirers fhould render themielves 
agreeable to her. 

In the confli€t of the different fenti- 
ments, with which the foul is fucceffively 
agitated, as in the concourfe of the 
fenfations, the ftrongeft always weakens 
the others, deftroys them, and reigns 
alone in the foul. 

You enquire of me my opinion of 
Mis. Dafhwood ——A learned woman 
is the devil! She decided the other 
night, in a quarter of an hour, threc 
quettions in morality, four hiftorical 
problems, and five poinss in natural phi- 
lo‘ophy : I need hardly add after this, 
the fwarms with errors, but {til more 
with puerilitis; and as for depth 
and folidity, there is nothing like it in 
ker; though, like the mole, fhe ima- 

gins 
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gines herfelf deep when the is near the 
furface, 

She repeats paflages out of authors 
fhe has read, and herein lies all her pro- 
digious erudition. 

Her brain is a contd common- 
place of the fineft turns in the beft au- 
thors, 

She is always poring over folios, get- 
ting her tafk bv heart, which the after- 
wards repeats with toierabie precifion, 
not vith(tardiag the impedinect fhe has 
in her fpeech :—this may pals with the 
vulgar, but waat is it ati to the pur- 
pofe? Ir ss nat her ocun; therefore no 
two people differ more from o1¢ another 
in their fentiments, than what fhe does 
from herfelf at differest times: the 
keeps a vifiting day ; a cuftom hufbands 
fhould gieatly cultivate, it being an ex- 

Mg ellent 
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ecllent prefervation againft what goes 
under the name of an attachment. 

The rigorous fentences of thefe tic- 
mendous tribunals, fulminated by the 
old and ugly, upon the young and the 
fair ; and wherc, as in the inquifition, 
the flighteft fufpicions amount to proofs, 
muft ftrike great terror, and infpire 
wholefome refolutions. I beg my ref- 
pectful complements to the Marchio- 
nels, and am ever, 


your Lordthip’s 


obedient humble fervant, 


Jos Boutros. 
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From the Duchefs of Surry, to the 
Countefs of Danvers. 


DEAR MADAM, 

HE extreme Lad ftate of health. 

in which I have been for fome time 
patt, together with a difagrecable event 
which has occurred in this family, has 
prevented me retucning your Ladythip 
spony thanks for the favour of sour in- 
tercfting and kind letter. 

Thope the General and his amiable 
daughter, will meet with that fuccels, 
which the juftnels of their caufe intitles 
them to. My daughter Charlotte left 
hur father’s houfe ; and, after two days 
anxiety, we were informed fhe has mar- 
ted a Mr, Sturt in the guerds, a man 

of 
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of no fortune, and but of indifferent 
character, O, my dear fricad, ir is not 
eafy for you to confider what a blow 
this isto me! this pirl was the darli-g 
of my heart, vi her had £ fixed too 
great a portion of my ‘ppinefs. I re- 
ceived a letter fron hee, which really 
quite overcame me: [ did not indeed 
expedt the would confifs her indifere- 
tions for nothi-e bat her bufband’s 
making her fief tic bas dene wrong 
could urge her to it, and which [ hope 
will never happen; but fhe did rot ap- 
pear to have the lead ficting for me er 
family, O! my worthy tend, v hata 
difevent chara&ter is your der Jutiiaa, 








my fiwect matchionels ! Eofom met in 
her a congenial foul, there are few like 
his! A refined tafie, 2nd genuine deli- 
cacy of t-ntiment, appear fo attractive 
in the happy few who really pofe: 

Tala, 
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then, that ic is not in the leat fur- 
prifing, others who do not fhould 
counterfcit thefe excellent qualities. It 
is thus, this man has gained on my girl’s 
affections, as I difcover by letters the 
has left behind her: had fhe known 
mankind better, fhe would have been 
convinced, that thofe who talk of af- 
fedtions never have any; for real love 
and affection cannot be expreffed any more 
than they can be comealed; words in that 
cafe are ufelefs, but the moft trifling 
action is big with meaning, 

Mr. Otway had payed his addref- 
fes to her. As his fortune is large, the 
Duke condefcended to overlook his 
meannefs of birth, and the manner in 
which his father had acquired is 
foon perceived, however, their attach- 
ment was at an end, The decay of 
love, as well as its commencement, ap- 

pears 
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pears in the confufion of the parties, 
There is fo great a cortefpondence be- 
twixt thofe {prings which move the heart, 
and thofe who move the countenance, 
that we may judge by this outward 
dial-plare, how the clock-work goes on 
in the foul, 

Youth is very fanguine: they fee no 
farther than the prefent hour; the 
ftrength of imagination is always the 
ready fervant of the heart. When 
awakened from our youthful dreams of 
gabounded confidence, and admiration 
flaming to enthofiafm, what remains 
fur us, mv dear friend, but to be more 
Mo.uiate in our expectations, more rea- 
fonable in our regards, and to cultivate 
that {picit of mutual forbearance, which 
is fo becoming in imperfect beings, and 
fo neceflury to our peace ? 


Thave 
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T have in vain tried to perfuade the 
Duke to fee her; this really makes me 
unhappy, and I find my health declines 
daily, This Mr. Sturt is {poke vari- 
rioufly of ; every one approves or cen- 
fures according to his fancy, always 
concealing a vice with the name of the 
neareft virtue, and a virtue with the 
name of the neareft vice, as in ftyling 
the confident petfon a man of liberty, 
the man of modefty dry and infipid. He 
chat wants wit fhall be ftyled good, and 
the want of virtue fhall give him a title 
to wifdom. I was certain you would 
greatly admire Mrs, Barbolt’s writings. 
The opinion of him who affirmed, that 
a female's trueft praife was her not being 
talke@ of at all, might be relifhed in an- 
cient Greece, where the married women 
were in a manner fhut up from fociety, 
being moftly confined to the interior 

parts 
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parts of their houfes, and wholly en- 
groffed by domeftic occupations: but 
how were the men then employed? Not 
like thofe of the prefent age, at the club, 
Almack’s, or horfe-racing ; they were 
encamped without the walls of their 
town, ferrounded with a numcrons 
army of cnemies, and every day expof- 
ing their own lives for the fafety of their 
wives and children: the embroidery in 
which the women were principally em- 
ployed, was nottoadorn the men likemac- 
aronics for a bul, but to d.ftinguith them 
inthe eld of battle, by thofe fplendid 
marks of weulth ard grandeur, from the 
vulgar, When the Roman d.tators 
were fitcled from the plough to head 
their armies, it was natural enough for 
their wives to be found penning the 
fheey-fold, or milking the kine, efpe- 
cially as Horace, juft like our modem 

fine 
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fine gentlemen, expected the fame from 
his wife (when he thould have one) 
fome hundred years aftertheir leaders had 
left off following the plough-tail. Then 
when the confuls and other great men 
conquered whole provinces, their wives, 
as this judicious writer himfelf confeffes, 


wore whole provinces in their cars. 
Thus cquipped, it would have becn 


whimfical enough to fee them milking 
their cows. 

In the courfe of fo many ages, in 
fome particular parts of life, there has 
been an entire change in human affairs, 
and human conduct; muft it not then 
be wilful ftupidity to fappofe the change 
will not extend to the women as well as 
the men? A Weftminfer fchool-boy 
would now puzzle ail the fages who fat 
in the hall an age before: and what 
woman is there now who would not 

hold 
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yold in derifion a great King* whe 
zondefcended to commence author, in 
fupport of the opinion that a witch can 
make a voyage to the Eaft-Indies in an 
egg-hhell, or take a journey three hund- 
red miles acrofs the country on a broom. 
ftick! Montaigne fays, the fouls of 
doth fexes, font jettes en mime moules, 
Let the otler fex return to the temper- 
ance and frugality, the probity and ho- 
nour of ancient times, and ¥ would un- 
dertake to promife that ours fhoutd not 
only emulate their virtucs, but fome- 
times cxceed them. 

Ladies in this age have greatly dif 
tinguithed themfelves in literature, and 
there can be no reafon why they fhould 
not foar above vulgar conceptions, as 
well as the men. Knowledge, like the 
cheary light, and genial warmth of the 

© King James I. 
fur 
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fun, may be participated by numbers, 
without the leaft diminution of the in- 
Raence thed upon a few, why then 
fhould it be refafed to women? A 
woman truly virtuous, in the utmoft 
extent of this exprffien, has virtue of a 
purer kind tain aay philofopher has 
ever fhesn. Since the knows, if fhe has 
goo! fenfe, and without which there cart 
be no virtue, that mankind is too much 
preyudiced again’ her fex, to give her 
any degree of that fame, which is to 
great a {pur to their greareft ations. A 
Lidy who has performed her duty as a 
daughter, a wite, and a mother, raihs 
in me as much veneration as Socrates, 
or Xenophon, and much more than I 
would either pay to Julius Ciefar or 
Cardinal Mazarine, though the firft was 
the mot famous enflaver of his country, 
aad th: laft the moft fuccefsful phunderer 

You. II. N of 
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of his mafter. The malicious world 
finds aluays fomething to find fault with, 
and forgetting to reform themfelves, 
takes infinite pains to regulate the con- 
duét of others. It isa certain maxim, 
that whatever creates envy in us, 
in taking umbrage at the merit of our 
equals, we acknowledge ourfelves their 
Myers, and our judgments give fen- 
tence againft ourlelves : the vice which 
tyrannizes over them, ferpent-like, is al- 
ways crawling oa the ground, and their 
conceptions are bafe and abjeét : none 
have yet had chemittry enough to fubli- 
mate envy, and to bring it into reputa- 
tion; andas a proof it is the moft fhameful 

paffion in the world, i is never owned. 
The Greeks and Latins feem to have 
an adequate idea of malice, by affign- 
ing ita name immediately derived from 
thofe words which fignify evil, intimat- 
ing 


LETTER XXW. 19 
‘mg that this difpofition, as the prin- 
cipal fpecies thereof, is the moft worthy 
-to borrow the name of the genius itfelf, 

Generofity is entirely founded upon 
juftnefs of thought, which perhaps is 
the reafon this virtue is fo little the cha- 
racteriftic of mankind in general. Some 
men, indeed, are candid enough to 
grant their fuffrage to literary merit in 
women; but, even then, their felf-love 
renders them fo iavith in their praifes, 
that it obliges our reafon to retrench fo 
much, we know not where to flop, and 
leaves us no room to be proud of their 
approbation, 

The fcientific may chuie to be fo- 
phifts, but the wife will never be mif- 
Jed either by their falfe arguments or fa- 
perfluity of falfe praife. 

The paffion, however, of importance 
is fo ftrangely fatiable and inconfiftent, 

No as 
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as often to feck its gratification from 
the very perfons, whom thofe it a€tuates 
pretend, at other times, to defpile ; and 
neither the moft frivolous nor the moft 
violent declaimers againft women can 
endure the thought of being neglected 
by the meanef of them. 

The Duke yoins in bet compliments 
to my Lord, and I ever am, 


dear Madam, 
sear affectionate 


hus.ble fervent, 


ALMERIA SURRS 
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From Lady Susan Daxvers, to the 
Marchionefs of Ersom. 


MY DFAR JULIANA, 

T makes me very happy that our 

dear father is fo much better: it 
gives me great pain to acquaint you 
that I think the Duchefs is in a very de+ 
chining ftate of health, and the late 
event in her family has increafid her 
nervous complaints greatly. 

Twas much obliged for the diftindlion 
Lord John Surry paid me, and a’fo that 
of Lord Lempfter; but as my dear pa- 
rents have always withed nevir to torce 
my inclinations, I have acquainted both 
of thole noblemen of the fizuation of 
my heart. Our aunt Bloom has formed 

N 3, an 
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an intimacy with an aunt ef Sir Henry 
Lotone’s, who is as devout as fhe affects 
to be: fhe is mild, condefcending, and 
peaceable, cenfures vice without anger, 
extolsvirtuc without emotion, ferves God 
without any needlefs parade, and is truly 
pious without the reputation of being 
fo, 

She is {pring of admonition, to 
referve it for proper occafions, and 
left the thould expofe virtue over-haf- 
tly. 

She conforms to the general tafle, if 
it be right ; and if iu be depraved, de- 
viates from it, without letting the world 
know fhe docs fo. Piety becomes a 
fubjcét of raillery, when it appears to 
affect fingularity ; the therefore pru- 
dently avoids rendering herlelf remark- 
able. 

Is 
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Is it not a pity, my dear fitter; there 
thould be a fhade to this amiable char. 
acter; the truth is, Lady Mary Den- 
ham is very fuperftitious. Superftition 
and enthufiafm equally darkin the un- 
derftanding; the one extinguithes the 
light of reafon, and the other dazzles 
the mind with a felfe glare; the firft is 
ignorance, through a dread of know- 
ledge, the latter, through a diftain of all 
information: in hort, fuperftitions are 
the fame thing to religion as ufelefs 
fiickers to trees, which, by extracting 
the fpirit and juice, Jeave the trunk fap- 
Jefs, and prevent it from bearing fruit, 
A piety biended with weaknefs or fuper- 
Rition is reprchunfible: our aunt mif. 
takes the matter much in thinking 
aufterity is neceffary to Chriftian- 
itv, The moft that my charity al- 
lows me to believe of fuch people is, 
Na that 
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that they impofe on seemeloes; ata time 
when th: molt ditcerning, perhaps, 
think they ae endeavouring to impole 
oa others, Chriftian humility does not 
confit in difgracing it; bur the love of 
order fhould make us fubmit our under- 
flanding and fentiments to God; and 
fhould thew itfelf in every part of our 
conduct ; it will infpire us with juftice, 
which is the bafis of all other virtues, 

But moral virtues are very precarious 
without the Chrifian to fupport them. 
Truth, when it is reduced to practice, 
cafily becomes fubject to caprice, ima- 
gination being ever the ready fervant of 
the heart ; and many particular acts will 
be wrong, though their general princi- 
ple be right. It is more cafy to judge 
of what ftrikes our fenfes, than what is 
the object of our reafan, 

Fontencl!.. 
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Fontenelle compares our fearch after 
truth to blind-man’s buff; fhe often 
comes in our way, and we fometimes 
Jay hold of her, and Jet her go again, 
and do not know it: but is it any won- 
der when we put the handkerchief over 
our eyes, and make it a play in the 
dark, 

Many are the tales which fraud has 
diffeminated, and ignorance believed ; 
and it cannot but be 2 melancholy 
truth, that thofe who have been feleGed 
from the world to teach cur holy reli- 
gion, have difgraced their character by 
relating, as folemn and f{crious truths, 
what they knew to be falfe, and without. 
the leaft foundation in reality; for 
though many have related thefe abfur- 
ditics, who were weak enoxgh to be- 
lieve they were true, it is certain thofe 

who. 
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who devifid them muft have known: 
them to be falfe. 

There is a conitant uniformity in the 
courfe of nature never to be violated : 
nothing cxifis without a caufe of its ex- 
iflcnce. ‘he age, however, of impofi- 
tion on ane fide, and of credulity on the 
other, {ecm now to be over: truth and 
found knowledge are introduced into 
fubjeéts where formerly they were never 
admitted. Mankind are become more 
Sceptical, and refufe to be amufed with 
fuperftitious legends, or the wanton fal- 
lies of a luxuriant or fertile imagination. 
The divine authority of our religion is ef- 
tablithed upon facts fo plain, that it is 
fulfcient only to ftate the evidence upon 
which it is Lupported, to make it believ- 
ed: and above all, its intrinfic excel- 
lence muft appear with a ftriking beauty 
whenever its moral precepts are collected 

together, 
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together: It is almott impoffible for 2 
mind that is not infenfible of the charms 
of virtue, not to be tranfported at the 
view of fuch generous and noble, fuch 
God-like fentiments as are diffuled 
through all its humane, its friendly, its 
fublime precepts. 

Fanay has many admirers, but dif- 
tinguifhes none in particular, Our 
aunt, you know, notwithftanding all 
her piety, is not yet a little vain of her 
perfon: itis dificult for a woman, who 
when young has been- adored, to aban- 
don fo dear a vanity, and have recourfe 
to reafon! Yt muft certainly be a mor- 
tifying experiment, after having been 
accuftomed to receive univerfal homage, 
ft has been faid, the laft tears beautisul 
eyes referve, are {pent in bewailing their 
own inefficacy ; for my part, I think a 
woman, in any ftage of the human 

journcy,, 
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journey, is exactly in the fame predicae 
ment, if fhe ducs aot meet with a return 
of paffion from the object of her affec- 
tions; a woman of delicate fenfibility 
can only have her heart owce impreffed ; 
one favourite objet engroil.s her whole 
foul ; deferted or neg'e€ted by him, it 
matters not whether fhe is twenty-five, 
or four-fcore, as her heart muft be ever 
fhut up againft every other impreffion. 
Bat to return to Mrs. Bloom: fhe was 
telling Fanny the other day, that when 
fhe was young fhe had many lovers, 
and had been called the aagel of Spencer 
Grove: Sir Hugh Benfon toni her, the 
fill very much refembled an ang; it 
mut then, fays Fanny, be owing to her- 
age; the moft ancicnt of ull God's 
works, asthey were the firit. Sir Hugh: 
faid, Your age, Madam, does not caufe 
the decline of your heauty, but is the 

con- 
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confirmation of it; by the very fuffrage 
of time, by approbation of the prefent, 
as well as the paft; it is ofa mark of 
the victory of years over you, but a tro- 
phy of your refiftance and ftrength 
againft time; and I make no doubt, but 
that it will be your own fault, if in the 
days of Hecuba you have not as many 
admirers as Helen in the prime of her 
youth, 

Fanny immediately anfwered him, 
Sir, you miftake my aunt’s character 
very much: fhe has no idea of a lover’s 
beauty, or any fuch bapatebes; on the 
contrary, fhe would even have me to be 
wifer; and, indeed, prudence is ever 
neceflary, for none are fo virtuous a 
‘they with to appear. ‘The fnow that ap- 
pears on her head may inform you there 
is ice in her veins. 


All 
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All advantages are not to be fecured 
together; in this world we mutt Joe 
when we get. Experience and gravity 
are two virtues, which coft her @ griai 
dealeWe cannot be refpeéted until we 
are pitied; and the epithet venerable is 
moft perpetually annexed to that of 
Nipritt. 

I have juft this inftant heard of the 
Ducheis’s dying fuddenly, after having 
written a letter to my mother: what 
muft be the feelings of her daughter 
Lady Charlotte, on this occafion: I 
clofe up my letter, and fend it by the 
exprefs that informs your Lord of this 
melancholy event. 

Fanny joins me in duty and affection 
to all with you, and I am ever, 

my dear Juliana, yours, 
Sosaw Danvers: 


LE T- 
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From Mademoifelle te Tetuizr, to 
the Marchionefs of Epsom. 


Avignon, 

DEAR MADAM, 
Y father, Briflack, and myfelf, ar- 
rived at Marfeilles a fortnight ago, 
-and proceeded immediately to this 
place, My faithful Dupree, and her 
uncle, the Abbot, joined us on the 
road. We concealed our names, and 
by my father’s direction Briffack fent 
to the Marquis de Louvoi, to requeft 
he would fend him what was due on 
the arrears of his annuity, otherwife 
he would inftantly difclofe the villain- 
ous tranfaction in which he had had 
too 


agg LETUVEHK XXVL 
too great a thare ever to be afterwards 
happy. 

The averfencfs which men’ have ‘to 
part with their money, is the reafon 
they never do it time enough, even in 
conjunétures when they are moft refolv- 
ed to doit. 

The Marquis immediately returned 
an agfwer, affuring him he would double 
his penfion, providing he would inftant- 
ly leave the kingdom. It required cau- 
tion on our part to trutt to Briffack, 
who, notwithftanding his pretended pe- 
nitence, might have, like Atalanta, 
becn content to fof, the rae for the fake 
of picking up the golden fruit. My fa- 
ther didtated a letter from Briffack, as 
if he would comply with this: the moft 
artful of all fubtleties, is to feign being 
taken in the fnare that is laid for you; 
for a perfon is never fo eafily deceived as 

when 


LETTER XXXVI. 193 
when he intends to deceive others. 
Upon this plan Briffack wrote to the 
Marquis, that as he had been a great 
rogue, and could not confide i# bimflf, 
he could not confequently in any body 5 
and that if the Marquis did not give it 
him under his hand in certain words 
which he diated, he would inftantly 
inform the Governor of the Police of the 
whole affair; or would employ a perfon 
to acquaint the young Marchionels, 
whom he knew was alive and well, that 
he would be ready to fecond her preten- 
fions! It is a very good way to thew 
perfons that are naturally weak, preci 
pices on all fides, becaufe it is the belt 
means to bring them into the firft path 
you keep open for them: and it is 
much eafier to infinuate than perfuade; 
becaufe one may infinuate things to 
every body, but it feldom happens we 

Vou. IL, i) can 
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can perfuade any one, 28 molt peorfle 
confider lefs the reafons of what is peo- 
poted to them againtt their inclinatign, 
then the motives which may! hese 
obliged the perfon that propofes theda 
~to make ufe of thefe reafons. 

The Marquis immediately fell imo 
the finare that was laid for him, and af- 
forded fufficient proofs under his own 
hand to condemn him. My good 
friend the Abbot brought a-geritfeian 
of the law to my father, and whofe fa- 
ther fortunately had been the godd 
Pricft who joined my parents’ hands : 
‘this biccumftance the old gentleman can 
procure ample teftimony of. Mr. Le 
Todche, his fon, by an intenfe apptica- 
tion to his ftudies, uncommon judg. 
amenty ond great probity, has atmined 

“tq an wnufual degree of eminence in bis 
' profeffion, Briffack, the old Mr. Le 
Touche, 
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Touche, and my maid Dupree, neste 
theproper depofitions before 2 magif- 
arate; of which immediately the Mar- 
qpis de Louvoi was acquainted with by 
2dr. Le Touche, our lawyer, who fonod 
dei ill in bed: he was tran{ported with 
the greateft fury upon difcovering :Brif- 
feck had impofed upon him, Hie and 
the Coynt de Ris had had many con- 
fultations : but it is much more agtpral 
for fear to confult than determjne. Af- 
ter he had however a litre qooled, he 
wrote my father a letter, diated in the 
‘oft humble and abject ftyle, con- 
felling bis, guilt, and . introating “he 
might not publicly be expofed. .7 make 
to doubt, had be known the kiglian fe~ 
eret of poifoning by letter, wa fhauld 
shave been in fome danger, +. 
Iwifhed my fathertoaccommodateznat- 
ters privately, but he would not agree 
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toit, remsining quite inflexible! Take 
care, faid he, you do not deceive your- 
felf, in cnneavouring to gain reputation 
from mercy rather than juftice; for by 
too great a lenity to offenders, you are 
injurious to thofe that are innocent. T 
took the liberty to infinuatc to him, the 
{pirithewasinwas unchriftian: he replied, 
that hewas under the influence ofa fuperi- 
ot power, which called on him to revenge 
the obloquy Mr. Le Tellier had caft 
on my deceafed mother, whofe memory 
had'been traduced, from his having de- 
clared fhe had never been married ; and 
which circumftance dlone, independent 
of his ufurping my right to the title 
and fortune, laid him under an indif- 
penfible obligation of proving my 
uncle’s villainy in the moft incontro- 
yertible manner, to the fatisfaGtion of 

ell 
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all mankind. He alfo had reafon to fuf. 
pect, that his unfortunate wife had fer- 
vived the effects of his blind rage, and 
was. determined to force him to res 
peat every circumftimce. of that tranf 
action which he trembled to be in- 
formed of ; as what I had over-heard 
the Countefs de Ris fay to her fa 
ther, agitated kim beyond expreffion. 
He faid my zeal put him in remem- 
brance of a Scotch clergyman, who 
was fo far tranfported in the fervour of 
his benevolence, as to pray to God, 
that he would be gracioufly pleafed to 
pardon the poor devil, Machiavel fays, 
that examples of juftice are more 
merciful than the unbounded exercife of 
piety. We found my uncle, and the 
Count de Ris lived very mognificently. 
Sallu?s character of Cataline is vesy 

03 applis 
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applivabile so moxy; facrificisigpthe goes 
o€ others co their own prodigality, 

. They were immoderately sddifted to 
deep gaming, aod exceffive drinking, 
both of which, by different meaus, ver 
lheved them froms the pain of thinking’; 
the one by inflaming their paffions, and 
the other by extinguithing their reafon: 
the fad addiGiien of the weak or wretch- 
ed, cucresfing Mill the evils it is meant 
to care, adding fhame to mifery, and wice 
ta folly. When their parafites were in- 
formed they could no fonger be in a 
tontlition to continee their ftyle of liv- 
‘Wo, they forfook them. 

“9 Amen thofe who waited on us to 
WAigrardlate our fuccefs was Monficer 
Ruirvifle : he bufied himfelf in our af- 
faire, and feemed to with us ta proceed 
‘Withe fevereft manner againft my uncle, 
7 = 
¥ 
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thhog shansooed by bis fowin-lew, the 
very day of the.decifion de our favour, 
wab {itrrounded by creditors, in want of 
the aocelfaries of life Wicked pom 
pie, d believe, ate the fevereft pauifhers 
of tHofe wicked people who adminifter 
bos to their own particular igmatifice- 
tions: can mercy be expetted from 
fach ? Mercy is « virtues yet it 33 ore 
of the mof incomprekenftle things Z 
can think of, the licence ptople take to 
cenfure in others the very fame faults 
they are guilty of chemfelves. 

Men of great fenfibility and jiyelines 
always {peak the language which fprings 
from the heart, the language of truth; 
thus it is by warming the heart of him 
who is naturally cold ; that is, by ayg- 
menting his fenfibility, by increafing the 
elaflicity of his fibres, that wine be- 
pithes referve, and lays open the heart. 

My 
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My father ufed this method. with Ma 
Fairville, who, after fome hefitation, told 
him that my mother had furvived ber 
misfortune, and had been carried in the 
night to a caftle at the foot of the Py- 
tean Mountains, which was furrounded 
by a moat, and where it was expected 
and withed the would foon terminate 
her life, being only allowed bread and 
water to fubfift on, and placed entirely 
under the care of the Marquis’s crea» 
tores, 

‘We immediately gave orders for care 
tiages, &c. to be ready to attend us to- 
morrow when we are, to fet out in 
Hopes of finding this unfortunate parent ;, 
which I think fo great a chance, that I 
have omitted acquainting my father 
with the precautions I have taken of 
eatrying proper apparel, &c, for her; 

left 
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Yelt we fhould, inftead of the tranfcen: 
dent happinefs of finding her alive, and 
in her fenfes, hear a tate that may trans- 
fix our fouls with horror. My father 
has alfo taken the precaution of carry- 
ing a furgeon to bleed her, if neceffary, 
to prevent any bad effects from fo fud- 
den and unexpeéted a deliverance, 
* * * * * 
Madame de Chevereufe has been to fee 
us: the was the daughter of the Duke 
de Longueville :—the fatal caufe of all 
our misfortunes. She acquainted my 
father, that my mother and her had only 
fainted from lofs of blood, that they 
were immediately furrounded by ftrange 
fervants, and feparated; and that fhe 
knew nothing farther that happened, as 
the Marquis, at the end of three days, 
had fent and delivered her up to ber fae 
ther, 
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me, at the fame tine informed her, 
hat her fiend was dead of her wounds, 
dod 1 of 2 fever: the added, the Duke 
fxd bedit'fo moved at the confequences 
‘of her difobedience, that be had pad 
aitted her to marry the man of her 
heart, with whom fhe would have been 
perfeGlly happy, had it not been leffen- 
ed by the fears the had laboured under, 
Wit my mother had fallen a facrifice to 
hee uncle’s ambition, and which af- 
fected her more fenfibly from having 
Beén the docation of all her misfor- 
tunes. We thould take care, {aid the, 
not to give trouble to others in feeking 
our own convenience. It appears to 
me that it is here we moft frequently 
fail in delicacy ; is it not becaufe we are 
more occupied with ourfelves than fo- 
Vicitots for" our fetlow-creatures ? 

My 
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‘My father joins me in belt refpeds 
‘to the Marquis, and Lord and Lady 


Danvers. I thall write again from 
Narbonne, and am ever, 


your Ladythip’s 
obliged friend, 
and affectionate coutin, 


Aynerre 12 Tenis, 
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